
Resurrection Sunday, 4/17/2022 

WORDS SPOKEN ON THE CROSS, PART 3 

John 19:25-30; Luke 23:46 

 

 

In a fallen world with so many failures and troubles, we long for new beginnings. New starts. Fresh 

starts. In our world, reset buttons are a good thing! Maybe you’re here today and you’ve royally 

screwed something up and wondering if there’s a way forward. Maybe you’re at wit’s end – you’ve 

tried to live your way and have come up wanting. You’re wondering if there’s more – something 

you missed. Well the apostle John has good news that no matter who you are or what you’ve done, 

there is hope for a new beginning and new life. That’s what we want to talk about as we finish our 

study of the 7 sayings of the Savior on the cross this Easter.  

 

All last words are significant but none so much as those final 7 sayings of Jesus’ earthly life on 

the cross which help us understand what was happening on that cross in that greatest moment in 

all of history. If you’re just joining us for this, you can find the other messages online on our 

website. We pick it up in John 19:25-27 where Jesus has been crucified, the placard placed above 

His head, and the soldiers have cast lots for His garments fulfilling a 1,000-year-old prophecy. 

 

25 “But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved 

standing nearby [a self-reference to John who is writing], He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, 

your son!” 27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple 

took her not his own household. 

 

Chronologically, this is the 3rd saying where Jesus entrusts His mother’s care to the apostle John, 

what we might call the word of compassion. “Woman, behold, your son… [looking to John, he 

said] Behold, your mother!” If you wonder why Jesus is being so brief in His comments, you must 

remember that He is extremely exhausted and parched. 

 

III. THE WORD OF COMPASSION. (VV. 26-27) 

 

As we begin, I should point out for those just joining us today that none of the gospel writers – 

Matthew, Mark, Luke or John – record all the sayings. Matthew and Mark only record one. Luke 

has a few and John has a few. That’s not because we can’t harmonize the gospel accounts but 

because each gospel writer has a purpose in writing – what we might call their master thought. 

They are trying to accomplish something or teach us something through what they are writing. So 

they aren’t just telling all the history they know or a narrative story, but are teaching us a main 

theological thought through the historical-narrative which mean omits or including certain details 

to support that thought. 

 

In the book of Mark on Good Friday, we noted how Mark wanted us to see the forsakenness and 

lonesomeness of Jesus on the cross so that his readers would be prepared to persevere under trial 

like Jesus did. John, however, shows us He was not totally abandoned, at least the whole time. 
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Based on John’s comments, it appears that he left, taking Mary to his home, and then came back 

to witness the last sayings of Jesus in the final hour. But at least for some time, John is there, and 

so are some familiar women who followed Jesus and His mother, 

 

But John’s reason for writing is made explicitly clear from his purpose statement in 20:30-31. 

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples which are not 

recorded in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” So again, John says he could 

have written all sorts of things that we don’t even know about, but here he tells us that he was very 

intentional in choosing certain signs that Jesus did to prove He was the Messiah. He wants 

these signs to bring us to faith in Jesus so we will be born again (John 1:3:7) have a new beginning 

(John 1:1) and eternal life. He is very evangelistic, writing to non-believers. 

 

John’s Purpose: So that we might believe in Jesus and find new and eternal life. 

 

And you see his emphasis on new beginnings in Christ right there conveniently in the first verse 

of the introduction to the book. “In the beginning [think Genesis 1:1] was the Word.” In the 

beginning was Jesus and all things came into being through Him. So the thought eventually 

conveyed is, “If Jesus created this world in the beginning, even though it is fallen in sin, He can 

give me a new beginning.” In Genesis 1-2, creation was perfect. But in Genesis 3, man fell into 

sin and creation with it. But this creator Jesus at a point in time entered this world to save us and 

give us a new beginning. John 1:14 says “He became flesh and dwelt among us.” Why? So that 

we could be restored. We could be born again spiritually and restored to a relationship with God. 

Vv. 12-13:“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

even those who believe in His name, who were born, not of the blood nor of the will of the flesh 

nor of the will of man, but of God.” If we believe in Jesus, receiving Him as our Savior, we are 

born of God and thus, His children. 

 

In light of that, what John is emphasizing throughout his gospel and in these final moments on the 

cross is that God’s will of bringing us an opportunity at new life is being accomplished. 

Nothing else explains who Jesus is and what He did other than He really was the Son of God! His 

will is being accomplished through a host of ironic events where only God could be coordinating 

these events, but also through intentional acts of Jesus. Jesus is very thoughtful and methodical 

with what He does, even on the cross. In John, Jesus is depicted as very intentionally doing the 

Father’s will and mission to the very end.  

 

In John, Jesus references “the Father” over and over and over again. John 10:30 says, “I and the 

Father are one” or John 5:19, “the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees 

his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does”. Jesus is walking step by 

step with the Father, accomplishing the mission to save man from sin. That’s why I think John 

omits Simon of Cyrene helping Jesus carry His cross-beam at least part of the way. It’s not that he 

didn’t know, but that He wants us to see Jesus carry His own cross: “He went out bearing His own 
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cross.” It’s amazing to think that in all of His unbearable pain and agony, with the fate of men and 

the world lying in the balance, He is still methodically acting from the cross with regards to others. 

 

Jesus fully kept His duties to God and man. 

 

But why entrust Mary to John? Well, we can assume Joseph had passed away by this point and it 

was very difficult for widows in the 1st century to survive. And John was also a relative so it’s 

natural for him. We know Jesus had other siblings, but they were in Galilee and it’s also evident 

that they don’t believe yet (John 7:5; Acts 1:14). So John is the man who can comfort and care for 

Mary physically and spiritually. You have to think that from that hour his life changed 

dramatically. He has a new assignment. Like Erwin Lutzer said, “When you come to the cross, you 

are given a new responsibility.” I might add that when you come to the cross, sometimes you start 

to fulfill your responsibility you’ve had all along. Sometimes it’s not until the Spirit of God comes 

into our lives that we are convicted of the simplest but most godly duties like honoring our father 

and mother. Jesus is a wonderful example of that. He shows us that part of following Jesus in our 

vertical relationship with Him is to find ways to honor our horizontal, natural relationships.  

 

In the traditional church I grew up in, this text was used to make something out of Mary that the 

Bible just doesn’t. Deceived as a kid, I eventually felt the need to read the Bible for myself and 

was astonished at what Scripture said about Mary or maybe didn’t say about her, and I became 

convinced from that misrepresentation of Mary that I needed to get into a church where they are 

preaching the Bible and not superstition or tradition. The Mary of the Bible was greatly blessed 

among women, but still another sinner saved by grace through faith in Christ, just like us (Lk. 

1:47). John is not glorifying Mary, but Jesus in His act of caring for her. 

 

V. THE WORD OF CONSUMMATION. (V. 28) 

 

28 “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the 

Scripture, said, “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge 

full of sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it to His mouth.” 

 

So it is worth nothing that between the 3rd saying where Jesus entrusts the care of His mother to 

John and 5th comment where Jesus thirsts, is where Jesus has cried out, “My God, My God, why 

have You forsaken Me?” quoting Psalm 22:1. It’s the only place where Jesus call the Father who 

He is so close too by the general term “God.” Why? Because things have changed. During His 

ministry they tried arresting and killing Him but they couldn’t. It wasn’t His hour. But now, He is 

given into the hands of sinners (John 18:30; Luke 23:46). In those 3 final hours from noon until 

3pm when the sun is usually the highest, that everything goes dark. The sun fails to shine, 

implying that the sweet fellowship between the Father and the Son is broken as Jesus pours out 

His blood and the cup of the wrath we deserve is poured out on Him. So the primary suffering that 

Jesus is experiencing is not the physical, but the spiritual suffering where in some mysterious 

way that we cannot fully comprehend, the sinless One becomes sin for us. Isaiah 53:6 says, “The 

Lord has laid on Him the iniquities of us all.” 2 Corinthians says He became sin for us. 
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Jesus becomes sin for us so that we can become His righteousness. (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 

That’s the great exchange of the cross. Our sin is imputed (placed upon) to Him and by faith in 

Him, His righteousness is imputed (placed upon) us.  

 

Now as Jesus nears the end of drinking the cup of God’s wrath, He is thirsty showing us a few 

things. One, Jesus really was a man that really suffered. Second, the One in whom living water 

is found, became thirsty so we would never thirst again (John 4:14; 7:37-38). Third, for all practical 

reasons, He may have needed a drink to moisten a parched throat and aid in crying out the last 

two sayings. But I’ve called this the cry of consummation because John’s emphasis is on the 

fulfillment of the Scripture. The Old Testament plays a major part in John’s demonstration that 

Jesus is the Son of God because He had to fulfill the prophecies. So sometimes he quotes the OT 

directly from the Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT), sometimes he quotes the Hebrew OT 

from memory, and sometimes he alludes to it without a direct quote.i I mention that because He 

writes so as to be able to share the gospel with Greeks and Hebrews, and often explains Jewish 

terms so that non-Jews can understand and believe.  

 

By taking this drink, Jesus is fulfilling a 1,000-year-old prophecy from Psalm 69:21. That shows 

us on the cross, Jesus is not a passive recipient but is in complete command. The reference to the 

hyssop branch takes our minds back to the first Passover in Egypt. The Hebrews applied the 

blood to the doorposts with a hyssop branch. When God saw the blood of the lamb, God’s 

judgment passed over that house. Jesus is, on Passover, fulfilling the Passover. The idea is that by 

faith in Him, His blood applied is applied to us so that the judgment of God passes over us.  

 

VI. THE WORD OF COMPLETION. (V. 30) 

 

30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His 

head and gave up His spirit.” This is probably the most familiar saying of Jesus and for good 

reason. John doesn’t record the tone of this saying, but others say He uttered a loud cry “It is 

finished!” The question everyone has is, “What is finished?” For one, the prophecies are fulfilled 

concerning His life and death up to that point. Ever since Genesis 3 when man fell into sin, God 

promised a redeemer who would come. All of these prophecies are fulfilled, implying that the 

sacrifice for sin had been paid for. The rest is mop up work, right?! The resurrection and the 

presenting Himself in the heavenly temple at the ascension. That’s all mop up. He has done what 

He came to do! The hard part – suffering to pay for our sins – it’s over! So this is… 

 

Not a sigh of resignation, but a cry of victory! 

 

It’s a cry of accomplishment. A race complete. A debt paid. The Lamb sacrificed once and for all. 

No more endless lines of sacrifices to the Temple. No more priesthood needed. No more dead 

religious works. The sacrifice has been made. The veil has been torn allowing the sinner to enter 

the holy of holies by faith in Jesus. John is emphasizing Christ paid it all. He alone accomplishes 

our salvation, and He is all we need. This cry of victory is why it is so foolish to think that we 
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could ever be good enough for God to accept us apart from Christ, or to think that our religious 

works could ever save us. It is an insult to see Christ’s sacrifice as insufficient to pay for sins 

(Galatians 3).ii If there was another way, the Son of God did not need to come and die for us. We 

don’t look to ourselves but to Him.  

 

Just before Jesus died, Luke tells us He said one more thing.  

 

VII. THE WORD OF COMMITTAL. (Luke 23:46) 

 

Luke 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit 

My spirit.” With this, John says, “He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.” The way John 

describes His death is odd. It’s not the usual way of referring to a death, is it? Considering John’s 

emphasis on Christ’s being in control the whole time, I think he’s conveying that this a voluntary 

dismissal of His spirit and that’s highlighted by the way Pilate is surprised that He died so fast. He 

didn’t have to have His legs broken like the 2 criminals beside Him, thus fulfilling more prophecy. 

By the way, if He fulfilled all of those prophecies to literally and definitely in the first coming, we 

can look forward with assurance to the rest of the prophecies to be fulfilled that concern His 2nd 

coming, right? 

 

In John 10:18 Jesus said, “No one takes My life from Me. I lay it down of My own accord. I have 

authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.” For about 12 hours that He allowed 

Himself to be betrayed into the hands of sinners (Matt. 17:22-23; Acts 2:23) but already He is 

back in the Father’s hands. Never again will He be in the hands of the wicked or suffer shame.  

 

The Father’s hands are a place of eternal security. 

 

I think we should take note of the Father’s hands this morning. No matter what we go through, we 

can rest knowing we are in the good, heavenly Father’s hands. Jesus said those who believe in Me 

will never perish. They have everlasting life. John 10:27-30 is my favorite: “My sheep hear My 

voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never 

perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are 

one.” For a brief moment Jesus was handed over so we could be secure forever. That’s important 

because if we don’t understand that, we’ll start working for salvation again, changing our motives 

in service, and again, insulting Jesus’ finished work for us. 

 

So different and so powerful was Jesus’ death, that when the centurion and others who were 

standing nearby saw these things happen and the way Jesus died, they became very frightened 

and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” They don’t even need to see the resurrection to believe! 

Luke records a centurion praising God and saying, “Certainly this man was innocent” (Luke 

23:47). Remember Luke shows us this because He emphasizes how God desires all men to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
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God is a God of new beginnings. 

 

What Jesus did this day gives every single one of us reason for hope this morning. No matter who 

you are or what you’ve done – royally screwed something up or are wit’s end – how comforting 

to know God is a God of new beginnings – doesn’t the season of spring teach us that? It a fresh, 

new beginning. The dead comes back to life. As believers, we look forward to heaven and 

someday, to our own resurrection with Jesus on a new heaven and new earth (Rev. 21-22).  

 

But while it is encouraging in that regard, John is not so much writing to believers as he is non-

believers – those who haven’t received Jesus as their Savior. He writes, “so that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” The 

question remains, “Have you believed in Jesus?” That’s what He asks of you. He’s not asking for 

you to try harder. He’s not asking you to “get religious”. He’s not even asking you to surrender 

your life to Christ (to be honest I’m still working on that one). He’s asking you to simply believe… 

to believe in who Jesus is and what He has done for you because that’s where life is found. 

New life now, by the Spirit, as you are born again spiritually. And eternal life forever with Him.  

 

Have you trusted in Jesus alone as your Savior? 
 

That word believe could be translated “to trust” or “to put faith in”. Faith, believe, and trust all 

come from the same Greek word (pistis). John is asking you to put your trust, or your faith, in 

Jesus. Everyone trusts something. As an illustration, right now you are trusting in that chair to hold 

you up. You believe in that chair to hold you up and keep you from falling on the floor. But what 

do you believe will hold you up before God on the day you meet Him? What do you trust to keep 

you from His judgment? If you were to die tonight and stand before God and He said, “Why should 

I let you into My heaven?” – what would you say? No doubt many would start rattling off how 

they aren’t that bad of a sinner. “I’ve never killed anybody… I grew up in church… I gave money 

to charities… I got baptized.” All of those responses indicate a trust in self, either of my own 

goodness or my own performance. But that’s not what God is looking for. God is concerned with 

whether or not you have trusted in His Son who gave His life on the cross for you. Have you 

trusted in Christ alone? If you want to, you might express that in prayer to Him, “God I know I’m 

a sinner but I want to accept Jesus alone as my Savior from sin.” If you accept Christ, you will  

find that this Jesus is really real. He is alive! And you’ll find new life in Him!  

 

I can’t think of a better way to end this series on last words than by turning to some of the last 

words of the Bible. In the final chapter He invites us to spend eternity with Him at zero cost to 

us. “Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without price.” 

(Revelation 22:17). 

 
i John Morris, The New International Commentary on the New Testament: John (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971), 

60. 
ii Erwin Lutzer, Cries from the Cross, 25.  


