
Good Friday, 4/15/2022 

WORDS SPOKEN ON THE CROSS, PART 2 

Mark 15:33-39 

 

 

Most all of us have had dark moments when we felt abandoned by God. When we feel like God 

was silent. Throughout the centuries, disciples of Jesus Christ have felt the same way as they 

suffered hardship and persecution for their faith. Some of the earliest Christians that Mark, the 

author of the gospel of Mark, is writing too, are no exception. They too were shaken up and plagued 

with many troubling questions: Where is God in this? If God is so good, why the suffering? Is this 

normal for Christians? Should we give up when it gets hard? Is this what it means to follow Jesus? 

Mark is writing to answer those kinds of troubling questions, readying Christians to face 

persecution by showing us that if we see Jesus clearly, we should follow Him to the end.  

 

That’s sort of where we’re going as we continue to reflect on the precious words Jesus spoke while 

on the cross. Last words are always important, but no last words are so significant as Jesus’ words. 

His final words on the cross help us understand what was going on in that incredible moment, the 

greatest moment in the history of the world.  

 

Mark 15:33-39: “When the sixth hour came [noon], darkness fell over the whole land until the 

ninth hour [3:00]. At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, Lama 

Sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” When some 

of the bystanders heard it, they began saying, “Behold, He is calling for Elijah [probably a way 

of sarcastic & derisive mocking].” Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 

reed, and gave Him a drink, saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.” And 

Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top 

to bottom. When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed 

His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  

 

So already in our Easter series, we have looked at two of Jesus’ final sayings on the cross.  

I. THE WORD OF FORGIVENESS. (Luke 23:34) 

II. THE WORD OF SALVATION. (Luke 23:43) 

Tonight, we are going to skip one chronologically and instead look at the fourth saying which is 

so relevant to Good Friday, or the real “Black Friday” when things went dark. 

 

IV. THE WORD OF ABANDONMENT. (Psalm 22:1; Mark 15:34) 

 

Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” quoting Psalm 22:1. That word 

forsaken stands out because it tells us both how Jesus feels and what is really happening beyond 

the physical suffering of the cross. It wasn’t only or primarily physical suffering, but a spiritual 

suffering as we’ll see. The word forsaken also stand out because it is one of the most appalling 

words in our language.i It has a woe of judgment attached to it: a God-forsaken city is a doomed 

city; a forsaken land is a desolate land. A man forsaken by his friends, a wife forsaken by her 
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husband, a child forsaken by its parents are all pictures of terrible injustice. Maybe you can relate 

to that word this evening: forsaken. Mark’s original audience sure can. 

 

Only Matthew and Mark record this saying and it’s the only saying they record. Matthew does so 

because he is all about the Kingdom of God and showing us how the King of Israel was rejected 

as prophets predicted. Mark does it to make us understand the forsaken loneliness and 

desertedness Jesus experienced. All the disciples called to follow Him in chapter 1, deserted Him 

in chapter 14 –– even Peter who said “I will never deny you!” deserts Him in Gethsemane. They 

all run! Mark even shares in his gospel a somewhat humorous detail about a young man who 

instead of forsaking everything to follow Jesus, forsook everything not to follow Jesus – 

including his clothes! He chose shame over suffering for Christ. They weren’t willing to take up 

their cross and follow Him as He said in Mark 8:37. In Mark 8, after healing a blind man in two 

stages, Jesus asks Peter who He is. Peter says, “You are the Christ”. Jesus follows that with 

basically, ‘if you really see who I am, you will forsake everything to follow Me. You will deny 

yourself, take up your cross and follow Me.” Peter is like the blind man partially healed who only 

after the cross will see clearly and be willing to become a suffering servant like the Savior. The 

disciples struggled to see the suffering Messiah and not just the victorious Messiah of 2nd coming. 

 

Authorial Intent: If we see Jesus for who He really is,  

we should follow Him to the end as suffering servants. 

 

Instead of disciples around Jesus it’s criminals and centurions. Jesus is abandoned – something 

that suffering Christians can relate too. Hebrews tells us “it was fitting…to perfect the author of 

salvation through sufferings…. He had to be made like His brethren in all things so that He might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest… who is able to come to the aid of those who are 

tempted.” Again, “we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses but 

One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” 

 

Jesus can relate to our sufferings. 

 

This is so important because we need to know God has ultimately experienced and dealt with the 

terrible injustices of life so that one day our suffering will end like His did. When we go through 

hardships we need to know our God is not some far-off, distant God who cannot relate. We have 

a God who has been there and done that and even more so than us. He has born our griefs and 

sorrows (Is. 53:4). He has felt our pain and because of that, we know how much He cares. One 

man said, “A God who cannot suffer, cannot love. God suffers because God wills to love.”  

 

He chose to suffer for us because He loves us. 

 

But while we are never forsaken and secure in the Father’s hands (John 10), Jesus really was 

forsaken. That’s why this is only place where Jesus calls the Father, “God”. Throughout the 

gospels, Jesus is constantly talking about His Father, His Father, His Father. He’s so connected 

and close to the Father that whatever the Father does, He does. He’s never out of step with the 
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Father. “I and the Father are one,” He said in John 10. But now, in this dark moment on the 

cross, He calls the Father, “God.” Why is this? Because He’s been forsaken. Even though God is 

in complete control, the gospels say He has been given into the hands of sinners for 12 hours 

and they kill Him. It isn’t until His dying breath that He commits Himself back into the 

Father’s hands, the place of eternal security (Luke 23:46). 

 

The darkness that falls on the land implies that. Darkness speaks of judgment and an absence of 

God’s presence that is Light. Hell is described as a place of “outer darkness”. We should recall 

that on the night of the first Passover in Egypt, darkness fell over all the land with a darkness 

that could be felt (Ex. 10:21). We don’t know what this darkness was, but the sun was obscured. 

Too long for an eclipse and more than just clouds. The sun’s light failed. It was creation mourning 

the death of the Creator for 3 hours from noon until 3, usually when the sun is the highest.  

 

Can you imagine this? Today I made myself more aware of this by setting alarms at noon and 3. 3 

hours was a long time. Do you know what I did in those 3 hours? I went home. I ate lunch. I took 

a long shower. I figured out what I was going to wear tonight. I stopped by a friend’s house. I went 

back to church. I got communion stuff ready. I went through my message again. 3 hours was a 

long time for it to be dark! You know how weird the eclipse was, right? This was all that and more. 

People had to be lighting candles. I imagine someone looking into the sky with fear, saying, 

“Where is the sun? What is happening?” and another replying, “I don’t know but it can’t be good 

It's been 3 hours! The animals don’t even know what to do. Crickets are chirping. Is this the end 

of everything? My kids won’t quit crying. They’re terrified! Are we going to die?”  

 

It should bring us to tears just thinking about what was really happening in that moment. The 

Lamb of God was being slain. His blood was pouring out as He drank the full cup of God’s 

wrath for our sin. Blood comes out and sin drank in. He becomes sin so that by His 

substitutionary death for us, we could become His righteousness and the judgment of God could 

pass over us. The Son of the Father took the place of Barabbas, which means son of a father. 

He is cast into outer darkness so we could enter within the veil.  

 

He was abandoned so we could be adopted. 

 

Isaac Watts wrote, “Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut His glories in, when Christ the 

Great Maker, died, for man, the creature’s sin.” Over the years I’ve noticed how careful scholars 

are with how they describe what is going on here, seeming it best not to say there was a 

fundamental break in the unity of the Trinity but a break in fellowship between the Father and 

Son.ii  The Trinity didn’t split in two. Whatever was mysteriously going on, Jesus paid for our 

sins in full. His love and holiness and justice and mercy met right there on the cross for us.  

 

He became sin so that we could become His righteousness. 

 

The climactic moment of the cross, I’m excited to show you, I think is emphasized in Mark 15 

with chiastic structure, showing us how beautiful both the cross and your inspired Bible are: 
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A. A Roman procurator questions Jesus, the King of the Jews (15:1–5) 

B. Crowd calls for the death of the King of the Jews; release of Barabbas (substitutional 

“son of a father”) (15:6–15) 

C. Soldiers mock the King of the Jews (15:16–20) Suffering with Jesus: Simon, 

“pseudo-disciple” (15:21) 

D. Jesus crucified as the King of the Jews (15:21–26) Suffering with 

Jesus: Two robbers, “pseudo-disciples” (15:27) instead of James and John 

at His right and left hand (10:37). He is totally abandoned.  

C’ Passersby, religious leaders, and robbers mock (evmpai,zw) Christ, the King of 

Israel (15:29–32) 

B’ Death of Jesus; Jesus calls out to the Father; cosmic signs; temple veil rent; forsaken 

by God (implied substitution for sin as the Son of the Father) (15:33–38) 

A’ A Roman centurion acknowledges Jesus, the Son of God (15:39)iii 

 

Even though this is such a dark, dark moment, it’s a climactic moment of victory. Mark intends 

for us to see not only suffering, but victory comes through suffering and death.  

 

Victory is found in our sufferings. 

 

This is one of Mark’s trademarks. In Mark, deserts and tombs are places of temptation, death, and 

demonic habitation. But when Christ enters them, they are paradoxically places of life and 

resurrection. Kind of like Paul who says in Romans 8 that no hardship can separate us from His 

love and ironically, we overwhelmingly conquer in these things (Rom. 8:37). 

 

Many times in this chapter, Jesus’ Kingship is emphasized. In Mark 15:16-21, there are carefully 

chosen details that evoke this picture of a king’s triumphant procession. There’s a 

commencement at the Praetorium, an attendance of a Roman cohort; he is clothed in purple 

(outlawed for lower ranks), hailed as King of the Jews, and a procession. In some Roman 

monuments there is an official accompanying a king with a sacrificial offering, no doubt that 

would be Simon in Cyrene; wine would be offered to a king. King’s would go to a hill like the 

Temple of Jupiter where they’d be represented with two of their leading advisor – Jesus with 2 

criminals. This is a victorious King.  

 

And even though these disciples have failed, Mark 16 show us their restoration. Jesus rises from 

the dead and the angels says that once again, “He is going ahead of you” and they are to follow 

Him to Galilee. They can re-answer the call to follow Him as they did in chapter 1 (Mark 1:17; 

16:7). This is hope for all disciples in the journey of discipleship. Jesus says, “Follow Me!”  

 

We can always resume the journey of following Him! (Mark 1:17; 16:7) 

 

In closing I want to share an excerpt from Luther’s book “Cries from the Cross”.  

“There is a story about a pilgrim making his way to the Promised Land. He was carrying his 

master’s cross, a burden he cheerfully accepted. However, he soon noticed that the farther he 
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walked, the heavier it became. As the pilgrim became weary, he sat down to rest and noticed a 

woodsman nearby. “Good Friend,” the pilgrim called, “could I use your axe to shorten my cross?” 

The woodsman complied. The pilgrim traveled on, making much progress. His cross was shorter, 

his burden lighter. Soon the Promised Land was in sight. Drawing near, however, he noticed that 

a deep gulf separated him from the glories beyond. He would use the cross to span the chasm. 

Though he struggled mightily to lay the cross across the deep rift, it fell short by the very amount 

he had cut off. Just then the pilgrim awoke; it was a dream. And now, with tears streaming down 

his face, he clutched his cross to his breast and pressed on. The cross was just as heavy, but now 

he bore it with more joy. He would endure, all the way to the Promised Land. Of course we do not 

enter heaven because we carry a heavy cross but by trusting Christ alone for our salvation. But that 

said, we as the redeemed are called to carry our cross if we are to have an abundant entrance into 

the Heavenly Realms. Blessed are those who carry its full weight.” 

 

Tonight as we take communion, we are reminded of the great cost of salvation. Salvation is free 

to us but costly to Jesus. The proper response to the cross is faith resulting in salvation. But we are 

also reminded of the proper response to salvation – which is the great cost of discipleship – 

following Jesus. And we are reminded of restorative graces, always there to lift us when we fail 

in the journey and need to get back to following Him.  

 
i Arthur Pink, The Seven Sayings of the Savior on the Cross. 
ii Erwin Lutzer, Cries from the Cross, 73.  
iii This is a personally edited outline by Abraham Kuruvilla, Mark: A Theological Commentary for Preachers 

(Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2012), 334.  


