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THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION 

Mark 13:14-36 

 

 

 

I know we have a few people here who like to hunt. One of the things you do when you’re hunting is you 

look for sign. You look for tracks, droppings, that sort of thing. If it’s deer you’re hunting, you look for 

scrapes and rubs. Right now, it’s turkey season and a friend and I who went hunting the other day were 

looking for feathers. And if you’re like me, you start feeling mocked when you come home empty handed 

and there’s a bunch of turkeys strutting around in your driveway that you can’t hunt because you live right 

by the state park with houses around.  

 

Well, one of the things that the tribulation saints and Israel in particular are going to have to do in the last 

days that we’ve been looking at, known as Tribulation period, is to look for these signs indicating Christ’s 

2nd Coming. They will need to a Bible in their hands and an eye on the events taking place. Jesus will say 

in verse 29, when you see these things taking place, know the end is near, that He is near (13:29). I think 

we’re looking for Christ to take us at any moment but for those in the Tribulation, Jesus says need to pay 

attention – let the reader understand. One of the main signs which takes place in the middle of this time 

period is what we’re going to study today. It’s the abomination of desolation. Mark 13:14. 

 

“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader 

understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. The one who is on the housetop must 

not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; and the one who is in the field must not turn back to 

get his coat. But woe to those who are nursing babies in those days! But pray that it may not happen in 

winter. For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 

creation which God created until now, and never will. Unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life 

would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days. And then if 

anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; for false 

Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, 

even the elect. But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance.” 

 

But let’s remind ourselves of the context, one of the most important considerations for this difficult passage. 

I. THE CONTEXT OF THE OLIVET DISCOURSE. (Mark 12) 

I won’t go over everything we talked about last week when we examined verses 1-13 but Jesus is 

describing here what’s going to happen in the last days right before He returns to earth at His 2nd 

Coming. Him and His kingdom being “born” into this world is going to come with 7 years of birth 

pangs. And just like in a woman’s birthing of a child, those birth bangs are going to get more and 

more intense and more and more frequent as the time goes on throughout this tribulation period. 

And what you’re going to notice today is that these pains are going to become most intense for the 

nation of Israel in particular. Remember that’s the question this Olivet Discourse is answering.  

❖ The question the Olivet discourse is answering: “What is going to happen to Israel now 

that they’ve rejected Christ? 

You’ve got to put on your Jewish glasses. “As a woman must endure the entire period of labor 

before giving birth, so Israel must endure the entire seven-year Tribulation.”i  

 

And this is because as we’ve seen throughout the gospel of Mark, they’ve rejected Jesus as Messiah. 

He offered them the kingdom as the Messiah via the gospel of the kingdom, but they rejected it 
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because they rejected Him. The religious leaders didn’t want Him because if He came to power it 

meant they’d lose their positions of power, influence, money, etc. And the common Jew rejected 

Him in the sense that most only wanted His physical benefits – the miracles of good health and 

prosperity and freedom from the Roman occupation. And there was a critical moment, which is 

clearest in Matthew’s account, where they claimed what He was doing was by the power of Satan 

(Beelzebul) and when they did that, the kingdom offer was postponed and Jesus began to speak to 

them in parables, which was also a form of judgment.  

 

And that offer is back on the table during this Tribulation period (Mt. 24:14). The kingdom of God 

is at hand again and this time, a surviving remnant nation of Israel will receive Him whom they’ve 

pierced (Zech. 12:10). You’re getting a pretty detailed and in depth pre-trib, pre-millennial look at 

the end times. Remember in His last confrontation with the religious leaders in Mark 12, Jesus 

proved Himself to be the Son of David and Son of God they were expecting, but they rejected Him 

and so now what’s going to happen to Israel? They’ll end up experiencing a series of woe judgments 

(Matt. 23), the destruction of the temple in AD 70, and then culminating in the Tribulation period.  

 

When the word tribulation is used here it’s not talking about your average, day-to-day and year-to-

year trials and sufferings and troubles. This is a time period where God is pouring out His wrath on 

a Christ-rejecting world, laying bare His holy arm, interfering in His wrath through the seals, 

trumpets and bowl judgments you see in Revelation. And the last 3½ years of this time is referred 

to as the Great Tribulation. And it’s through that 2nd half that God will soften their hard hearts to 

make them look to Christ. That’s a good principle for our own lives as well, isn’t it? 

❖ God knocks us down to cause us to look up. ii 

Many of us have stories where God used the hard times to push us closer to Him – to trust Him 

more, rely on Him more, just bringing us to an end of doing things our way. This Great Tribulation 

is what it’s going to take to get them to finally call out to Christ and receive Him as their Messiah.  

 

Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 23:37-39, right before his parallel Olivet Discourse, 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 

wanted to gather [episynago – synagogue with] your children together, the way a hen gathers 

[episynago] her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left 

to you desolate! For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord!’” I think you want to take note of the word until because that’s 

a prophetic statement. A day is coming when they will say of Christ’s coming, “Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord.” It’s not new revelation. Jesus is just explaining something that was 

prophesied throughout the Old Testament.  

And what kickstarts that softening of their hearts towards Christ is the big sign Jesus singles out in 

verse 14 – He says you don’t want to miss this sign: “the abomination of desolation”.  

 

II. THE MIDPOINT SIGN OF THE TRIBULATION: THE ABOMINATION OF 

DESOLATION. (VV. 14-23) 

Remember like we talked about last week that according to Daniel 9:24-27 Israel (her people and 

her holy city) still has 7 years left on her prophetic clock (Dan. 9:24). The language is a little 

confusing because when it speaks of a week it’s really a week of years. It’s often called “the 70th 

week of Daniel”. This 7-year period can be broken up into two segments. Two period of 3 ½ years, 

42 months, 1260 days, or times, time, and half a time (2 years, 1 year, and 1/2 a year). 
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One of the first birth pangs we saw in Seal #1 of Revelation 6 was the false messiah called the 

Anti-Christ. He is the one who will rise to power during the first half of the tribulation period and 

the world start to look to him as their Savior. In 2 Thessalonians 2:4, Paul calls him the “man of 

sin” or “the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every 

so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself 

to be God.” He will be a global dictator who during this time period, will rise and set himself up 

as the god of this world to be worshipped in the temple, which obviously implying that a the temple 

will be rebuilt. And to this day, by the way, they are ready to rebuild and could with modern 

machinery have that temple up in just a few short months. They’re just waiting for the go-ahead. 

 

And what it appears that this man will do is he will make a peace treaty allowing them to rebuild 

their temple and rededicate it and get the sacrificial system going again. Referring to the Anti-

Christ, Daniel 9:27 says, “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the 

middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering…” That’s what all the Jews 

long for – and they wail at the Western “Wailing” Wall, longing for the temple’s return.   

 

So at first, Israel is protected and he’s starting to look like their Savior. But in the middle, they 

realize they’ve made a deal with the devil as he turns on them and he sets up a pagan image in the 

temple and demands that he be worshiped in it. And it’s at that point that they will want to run for 

their lives to the mountains because Israel will be severely persecuted.  

❖ The Abomination of Desolation = The Anti-Christ demanding to be worshipped in 

the Temple and starts severely persecuting Israel. (vv. 14-23) 

As we’ll see, this is Satan’s final attempt to exterminate the Jews. And Jesus says pray that it won’t 

happen in winter because geographically crossing the wadis at that time of year would be 

treacherous. Matthew also adds that He said to pray that it won’t happen on the Sabbath because 

rabbinical law prohibits traveling more than one day’s journey on the Sabbath.iii 

 

We’ll talk a bit more about their flight later, but to understand why it’s this event that shakes them 

and wakes them up, we need to go back to some history in the book of Daniel. In Matthew, Jesus 

called this, “the abomination of desolation spoken of through the prophet Daniel standing in the 

holy place…” When Daniel wrote, one of the things you’ll notice is that he prophesied about the 

career of a Syrian ruler named Antiochus IV Epiphanes in Daniel 11. He was a successor of 

Alexander the Great who conquered the ancient world for Greece by age 32 in 334-331 B.C. 

Alexander’s dream was to make the world a one-world people with a one-world culture.iv 

However, when he died, his kingdom was divided into 4 (Daniel predicting all of this) and 

eventually 175-164 B.C. Antiochus IV Epiphanes took over one of those quarters, the Seleucid 

part of the Grecian Empire headquartered in Antioch, Syria to the north of Israel. 

 

All of this takes place in the intertestamental period, the 400 years between Old and New 

Testament, also called the Maccabean period. And in 167-168 B.C. Antiochus was on his way to 

invade and subdue Egypt (always warring with the king of the south) when the ever-growing threat 

of Rome met him from the west and convinced him to turn back. Well, on his way back, he took 

out his frustrations on the Jewish nation who stood in the way of Alexander’s dream of a one-world, 

one-culture society. They were nationalists and nationalists get in the way of globalists. 

 

Daniel 11:31 prophesied it, “For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore he will be 

disheartened and will return and become enraged at the holy covenant and take action; so he will 
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come back and show regard for those who forsake the holy covenant. Forces from him will arise, 

desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the 

abomination of desolation.” So he vented his anger on the Jews by putting a stop to the Mosaic 

Covenant – the ceremonies, the sacrifices, the reading of Torah, festivals, etc. and instead, defied 

the Mosaic Law by pouring pigs blood on the altar and set up a statue of Zeus to be worshiped. 

These were unthinkable, idolatrous abominations to God and the Jews. Desolation came as they 

were severely persecuted. The situation became life or death based on who you worshiped. 

 

Some of the Jews rebelled and many were martyred. It’s an understatement to say that it was one 

of the darkest moments in their entire history. It’s so dark in fact that when it was over and the 

occupation was overthrown under a revolt led by Judah Maccabees, it became an annual holiday 

celebration called Hannukah or the Feast of Lights or Feast of Dedication. It is not a feast 

originating in the Law of Moses but was started by the Jews to commemorate the great military and 

spiritual victory on the 25th of Kislev, 165 B.C when they re-dedicated the Temple to God. Story 

has it that when they went to rededicate the temple, upon relighting the menorah for one week, 

they only had enough oil for one day, but it burned for seven more days miraculously, thus why 

it’s called the Feast of Lights, still celebrated today (Jn. 10:22) 

 
This menorah at The Temple Institute in Jerusalem is ready for use in the 3rd (Anti-Christ’s) Temple. 

 

Here’s why this background is so important. It’s important because even today the thought of 

some ruler desecrating their temple is etched into their minds and traditions both personally 

and permanently.v It is not a strange thought but to them it is historical reality. And when this 

happens again in the future, that’s why it’s going to be such a great shock to the system – because 

they realize half-way through the tribulation that the same thing is happening to them. The treaty 

allows them to rebuild the temple, but Anti-Christ sets up himself as God in it.  

 

During this time that the Anti-Christ will demand the world to worship him and receive his mark 

on their forehead and hand in order to buy, sell or trade (Rev. 13). And by the way, it’s not going 

to be some questionable thing as to what the mark is. It will be clear in that day that you either 

worship Satan or God – God is testing the world (Rev. 3:10) and there will be no questioning who 

follows who.  

 

In verses 21-22 you see more talk about false Christ’s and prophet’s again like verse 6 and this is 

probably because in the 2nd half the Anti-Christ and his side-kick called the False Prophet 

perform great signs that convince people that he's the Messiah and they should get his mark.  
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❖ Beware of the Anti-Christ and the False Prophet performing great signs (Vv. 21-22; 

Rev. 13) 

Revelation even talks about the Anti-Christ coming back to life or at least surviving a fatal wound 

to the head. Whatever it is, the whole world is so amazed at his recovery that they praise him (the 

Beast) and worship Satan because they know now that’s where he gets his authority & power from. 

He’ll even make fire come down from the heavens and the unrepentant people will say things like, 

“Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war against him?” and blaspheme God. Well, Jesus 

is able to war against him and it’s not much of a battle. Jesus speaks and he’s done (2 Thess. 2:8). 

All of this is coming in the future Tribulation (Rev. 13:3; 12-14). 

 

How do we know this prophecy of Daniel wasn’t just referring to Antiochus? Because Jesus says 

“the abomination of desolation” is still to come (Antiochus in the past). How do we know this 

wasn’t fulfilled in A.D. 70? Because Titus didn’t fulfill it to a T, although he did destroy the temple 

and cause the Jews to disperse. This passage is dealing with “the end of the age” just before Christ 

2nd Coming. The language here repeatedly suggests end times that haven’t occurred. It is “a time 

of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world” (v. 19). It’s 2nd Coming 

language, as it is in the epistles like 1 & 2 Thessalonians (2 Thess. 2:8).  

 

What this means is that Antiochus and Titus were really just types or a foreshadowing of the 

Anti-Christ who is coming on a global level. They are a preview of what’s to come. And that’s the 

way prophecy often works. There is a dual fulfillment, a near and far fulfillment. God does this to 

demonstrate that just as the near prophecy was fulfilled so you can bank on the far being fulfilled. 

❖ Prophecy often has near and far fulfillments.  (typology of AntiChrist) 

(Abomination of desolation = Antiochus is the near; Anti-Christ is far.) 

 

And if you want to get a better understanding, a spiritual, behind the scenes look at Anti-Christ, we 

have to turn to Revelation 12 this morning. I can’t preach on this without showing you who he 

really is.  

 

Chapter 12 gives us insight into the spiritual world at both Christ’s birth and 2nd Coming. We’re 

just going to pick it up in verse 6 with the mid-part of the tribulation period of it. The woman seems 

to represent Israel. The crown of twelve stars = Jacob’s dozen/12 tribes. The child she bears = 

Jesus. The dragon = Satan. Verse 5 describes Jesus’ ascension where He waits to come and rule 

with the rod of iron. Verse 6 picks up the midpoint of the tribulation: 

 

The Future of the Nation of Israel (Rev. 12; Zech. 12-14) 

“Then the woman [Israel] fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that 

there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days [3 ½ years]. And there 

was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon [Satan]. The dragon and 

his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for 

them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil 

and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 

thrown down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the 

power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of 

our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. And they 

overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and 

they did not love their life even when faced with death. For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you 
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who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having 

great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.” 

 

And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman [Israel] 

who gave birth to the male child [Jesus]. But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the 

woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time 

and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent [Satan]. And the serpent poured water 

like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the 

flood [some say this is literal; some think it’s referring to an army of forces]. But the earth helped 

the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of 

his mouth  [sounds like a miracle of God much like when the earth swallowed Korah’s rebellion of 

Numbers 16:31-35]. So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with 

the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus 

[other tribulation saints].  

 

In his book The Case for Zionism, Thomas Ice said this reminds him of the coyote and roadrunner 

cartoons. No matter what Wiley Coyote does to try and get the roadrunner, he is never able to win. 

So it is with Satan and his relentless attacks on Israel. He is interrupted by divine intervention or 

somehow God uses it for good. But I think Revelation 12 is your backstage pass from God to what 

is taking place behind all of these events. This is why those who are in Judea must flee, and they 

shouldn’t go back to get anything – not even their coat – because you won’t escape Satan’s last 

attempt at tyrannical Jewish genocide, something Jews are all too familiar with. This is why the 

admonition is there to let the reader understand. Understand that in the first half of the Tribulation 

while you’re reading this, the anti-Semitic abomination of desolation is coming. 

❖ Anti-Semitism is Satanic and supernatural. 

It reveals the true nature of Anti-Semitism. Satan knows that God has promises to the Jewish nation 

and he is trying to hinder God’s program altogether. He knows there are Millennial Kingdom 

promises awaiting a remnant who cries out to receive Christ as Messiah (Zech. 12:10). 

 

For the time being, Satan can access earth and heaven. He can be on the earth prowling around for 

someone to destroy (as in Job 1:7) or he can be in heaven and accusing us before God (as in Zech. 

3:1; Rev. 12:10). That doesn’t make him a member of the kingdom. It’s not a matter of distance. 

But notice as well, as soon as he’s thrown to earth and not allowed back in, he knows he only has 

a short time. Israel will be protected for 1260 days from him. Most think in the Jordanian mountains 

down by Petra (south of Dead Sea) or up by Pella (south of Galilee). Many think it’s Petra/Bozrah 

(Greek Petra, Hebrew Bozrah) because of the great prophecies about it (Is. 34:1-7; 63:1-6).vi 

Wherever it is, God will nourish and provide for her there just like their ancestors in the wilderness 

for forty years.vii  

 

But take note of God’s mercy in verse 20, “Unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life would 

have been saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days.” Many 

translations ready, “no flesh would have been saved” The NIV says, “no one would’ve survived”. 

Why is it important that some survive this terrible time period? Because if there’s a Millennial 

Kingdom where Christ will reign for 1,000 years, then that’s necessary for a group to become the 

repopulating nucleus of it. And that’s all I think it means when it says in verse 13, “The one who 

endures to the end shall be saved.” I think it’s talking about a physical survival through this period 

and being allowed entrance into Christ’s kingdom. These are the survivors. 
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Last week I joked about how the only thing that would survive is processed foods like Twinkies 

and Peeps – which is kind of funny – but in all seriousness, loss of life will be unprecedented. 

Isaiah 13:12 says, “I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold and mankind than the gold of 

Ophir.” Like last week, we saw that by the 4th seal (Rev. 6:8) ¼ of humanity was already gone. We 

do know that 144,000 Jews are sealed from the get-go who survive and undoubtedly, other saints 

from around the world will survive as well.  

 

But the Jewish remnant, prophetically, should probably be our emphasis. In the Holocaust they say 

Hitler killed 1/3 of the Jews but Zechariah 13:8-9 indicates Anti-Christ will kill 2/3’s. Chances 

are you’ve probably never heard this verse preached from a pulpit. “It will come about in all the 

land,” declares the Lord, that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in 

it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as 

gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, “They are My people,” 

and they will say, “The Lord is my God.”  

 

Those who are left and enter the kingdom are considered blessed. Daniel 12:12. “From the time 

that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 

1,290 days. How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!” What are the extra 

30 days for? 75 altogether? They probably allow for judgment and reward (Mt. 25:31-46) and 

preparation for the Kingdom. It’s an interval between the Great Tribulation and Kingdom Age. 

From election day to inauguration day, there’s a lot that goes on, right? It’s the establishing of new 

government. In Matthew 25:34, during the judgment that takes place, it says Jesus will say to those 

on his right, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father and inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

since the foundation of the world.” 

 

Dwight Pentecost said, “If these days with their awful judgments were allowed to continue 

indefinitely, the human race would be totally destroyed.”viii A number of scholars have concluded 

that by the way it says, “had shortened” that it expresses God in the past decreed to cut short this 

time period so some men would live through it and enter the kingdom. To prevent that, God the 

Father sovereignly set a specific time for the Great Tribulation to end. Let’s remember that as we 

wrap it up this morning.  

❖ God is sovereignly in control and even in His wrath, remembers His mercy.  

Romans 11:28 records that. Zechariah 12:10-13:1 records that. When they look to Him whom they 

have pierced, Israel will receive mercy. “I will pour out on the house of David [the house which 

was made desolate – Mt. 23:38-39] and on the inhabitants the Spirit of grace and of supplication, 

so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns 

for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like bitter weeping over a firstborn. In that 

day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem… In that day a fountain will be opened for the house 

of David and for the inhabits of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity.”  

 

Mercy comes not only Israel in the future by looking to Christ, but to us as well. We look to Him 

because mercy is found in Him on the cross where He was pierced for our transgressions and 

crushed for our iniquities. He is our only hope of escaping any of the wrath of God. 

❖ The most precious sign of God’s mercy we must look to: the cross.  

He took the wrath we deserve. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not 
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send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He 

who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” Today, where you sit, you can be 

saved from the penalty of your sin and be given new and eternal life by looking, in your heart, to 

Jesus Christ as your Savior.  
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