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THE BIRTH PANGS OF THE MESSIAH 

Mark 13:1-13 

 

 

The other night my wife looked over at me and said, “30 weeks.” And  I said, “Huh?” because I’m a guy 

and can’t read her mind. She then said, “Only ten more weeks.” Then I thought, “Oh! Now I get it. She’s 

talking about that baby kicking around on her insides.”  There’s some anticipation building now. We are 

looking forward to meeting our new daughter soon and experiencing one of the most blessed moments we 

will ever experience – holding that child for the first time. But we all know, and especially the women, it 

doesn’t come without a cost. If that baby’s going to come out, it isn’t coming without labor pains. 

 

One of the things about birth pains is that when they hit, they tend to hit suddenly and unexpectedly. She 

might be just doing her normal thing, going about her business and just like that, here it comes! When it 

starts, it starts! And there’s no stopping at the coffee shop on the way to the hospital. Typically, there’s no 

turning back and it’s happening outside your control. I don’t want to make my wife anxious by talking 

about all this but when those pains hit, they start suddenly and then start to increase in their intensity and 

in their frequency. It builds up, getting more intense until the baby is born. 

 

We’re working our way through the Gospel of Mark, at we’re now at the point where it’s time to start 

talking about the birth pangs of the Messiah. Chapter 13 contains what is typically referred to as The 

Olivet Discourse, a conversation Jesus has with His disciples about the end times or last days before His 

2nd coming. It’s called The Olivet Discourse because as you’ll see, it takes place on the Mount of Olives 

east of the Temple after Jesus leaves the Temple. That’s where He ascended (Lk. 24:50) and where He’s 

coming back again (Zech. 14:4). What the conversations reveals is just before the “Son” of God and His 

kingdom is “born” into this world, it’s going to come with some very trying birth pains for this world and 

for the nation of Israel in particular since as we’ve seen have rejected the Messiah’s offer of the kingdom. 

 

“As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what wonderful 

stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one 

stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.”  

 

As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were 

questioning Him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these 

things are going to be fulfilled?” And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. Many 

will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many. When you hear of wars and rumors of 

wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise up 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also 

be famines. These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.  

 

But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, 

and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them. The gospel must first 

be preached to all the nations. When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about 

what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the 

Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against 

parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures 

to the end will be saved.” 
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Alright, so let’s go back now to verse 1 and remind ourselves of the context of this verse.  

I. THE CONTEXT OF THE OLIVET DISCOURSE. (VV. 1-4) 

As they are leaving the Temple, the disciples are looking up at the massive walls and back at the 

temple as they’re leaving. If it was sunset, this eastern wall was just gleaming in gold, scattering 

golden beams across the polished white stones, so they are in awe of this temple, and rightly so. 

This temple was really a sight to behold! Some of the stones were 10-15 feet in length, or even 

larger I read. At the southeast corner, the temple complex rose about 170 feet above the Kidron 

Valley below.i It’s probably a similar feeling I had at the Ark Encounter standing next to that giant 

boat! The temple was one of the wonders of the ancient world that Herod had been renovating for 

decades.  

 

But as impressive as it was and as fancy as the religious leaders looked, this and Jesus’ final 

illustration last week shows us that we’d better guard ourselves against looking spiritually 

impressive on the outside, while being spiritually impoverished on the inside. Jesus said these 

Pharisees loved the exterior stuff but were like whitewashed tombs – deadness on the inside.   

1st Warning: Beware of looking religious on the outside and being spiritually poor on the 

inside. 

Beware of letting the external things, the symbols, the rituals, the observances become what it’s all 

about. The religious rituals don’t save us. That’s something to remember today, the day that marks 

the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s Diet of Worms trial? Where Luther stood up against the 

religious leaders who convinced the masses that they needed to pay sums of money to get their 

deceased loved ones saved, to chastise their own bodies and perform hours of rituals to rid 

themselves of their sins? The Pharisees did similar things and Jesus wasn’t impressed. Only when 

you give up your own self-righteousness and trust Christ as your Savior from sin are your sins dealt 

with. If you don’t have that inner awareness of your need for Christ as Savior, don’t even worry 

about the externals like baptism and communion. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you’ll be 

saved (Acts 16:31). It is by faith in Christ and not by works so no man can boast.  

 

During chapter 12, Jesus was going head-to-head with the religious leaders and He proved that He 

is the Messiah the Scriptures predicted and they have been waiting for (12:35-37). However, 

they’ve rejected Him. He came unto His own and His own received Him not. And there are serious 

and lasting consequences for Israel having rejected Christ, consequences that are still evident today, 

2,000 years later. There’s always consequences for rejecting Christ. Jesus said, “Do you see these 

great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.” Some of 

these stones are still laying in a pile at the base of the temple mount’s retaining wall. There’s not a 

lot left except the wailing wall where Jews wail over the loss of the temple – house that’s been left 

to them desolate. This prophetic statement was literally fulfilled. 

 

In A.D. 70, the Roman Emperor Titus came in response to a revolt and ransacked Jerusalem. And 

the greedy Romans took the structure apart, stone by stone, going after the loot. Ultimately, this 

was the judgment of God for having rejected Christ. And it’s not the first. 

- The division of kingdom of Israel judgment. (1 Ki. 12) 

- The Assyrian judgment in 722 B.C. (2 Ki. 17) 

- The Babylonian captivity in 586 B.C. (2 Ki. 25) 

- Roman judgment of A.D. 70. (v. 2)  

- The future tribulation judgment. (Olivet Discourse is a double fulfillment – you see both AD 

70 and the future tribulation judgment in Mark 13 and Matthew 24) 
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Why do these judgments keep happening to Israel? It’s because they were and still are in a special 

covenant relationship with God. God had given them the Theocratical Law in Exodus and 

Deuteronomy by which if they kept it, they would be blessed as a nation. If they didn’t, they agreed 

with God that they would be cursed. You can read about in the final chapters of Deuteronomy or 

Leviticus 26. It’s known as the Suzerain-Vassal Treaty. If they obey God, they will possess the 

land promised them, enjoy the fruit of it, and be a blessing. If they disobey, they will be dispersed 

from the land, not find satisfaction, and will find various cursing like being plundered by their 

enemies, killed with sword, famine – things you see in this chapter. And well, that’s what happened 

in A. D. 70. They were dispersed like in the past but this time for rejecting Christ and now the 

kingdom that He offered them is in a state of postponement until as a remnant nation they receive 

Christ as their Messiah (Matt. 23:36-39; Zech. 12-14). The gospel of the kingdom, which was set 

aside, is offered again in the future (Matt. 24:14). 

❖ The question the Olivet discourse is answering: “What is going to happen to Israel now 

that they’ve rejected Christ?” 

In fact, I think Israel is the key ingredient to understanding this and putting together the prophetic 

puzzle pieces, which by the way don’t come with a nice and neat picture on the box. That’s part of 

the reason why prophecy’s confusing and difficult. We’re trying to put all the puzzle pieces together 

from throughout Scripture without the picture. But I think you’ll see the importance of Israel’s 

restoration as we go through this chapter. A man named William Barclay wrote, "Mark 13 is one 

of the most difficult chapters in the New Testament for a modern reader to understand. That is so 

because Mark 13 is one of the most Jewish chapters in the Bible. From beginning to end it is 

thinking in terms of Jewish history and Jewish ideas."ii It has in mind the Jewish nation. 

 

Remember that as we go through this because yes, Mark is writing to Gentiles in the Church in 

Rome, emphasizing their need to be ready to suffer for Christ, but Matthew’s precise account makes 

it clear that this is a Jewish discourse ultimately about Israel’s future. Matthew’s whole theme 

is revealing Christ as King and offering the Jews the promised kingdom via the gospel of the 

kingdom (offered only to the lost sheep of Israel, not Gentiles), but after rejecting Him (attributing 

His ministry to Satan) the kingdom was postponed and is offered again during this tribulation period 

(Mt. 24:14). Remember after they rejected Christ, He started to speak in parables to the Jews, 

minister to the Gentiles, and pronounces woes upon Jewish leaders in chapter 23 of Matthew. At 

the end of chapter 23, Jesus says, “Truly is say to you, all these things will come upon this 

generation.” All of what? On what generation? The woes on Christ-rejecting Israel. They will 

experience the woes of AD 70 and the future tribulation period for rejecting Him (1 Thess. 2:16). 

 

In verse Matthew 23:37 He continued, right before the Olivet Discourse, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 

[episynago – synagogue with] your children together, the way a hen gathers [episynago] her chicks 

under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you desolate! For I 

say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord!’” So here Jesus is both angry over their stubborn hearts and weeping because He loves 

them and knows what’s coming for rejecting Him. And they won’t see Him coming to them again 

until a future generation cries out to Him as Savior – they will look on Him whom they have pierced 

and acknowledge Him as the Savior (Zech. 12:10) – it’s a Jewish national thing – and that’s when 

He will “gather” [episynago] His elect to Himself again (Mk. 13:27). But it’s going to take the 

tribulation period to get them to the point where they repent and call out for Him. 
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The tribulation period by the way is also known as Jacob’s Trouble (Israel’s Trouble), the Day of 

the Lord (in the broad sense of the term) and is also known as the 70th week of Daniel which 

comes from the Daniel 9:24-27. Daniel 9 is the backbone for Bible prophecy, you find out that after 

the Messiah was cut off, they still have 7 years left on their judgment clock. It’s a 7-year long period 

before Christ’s return to establish His millennial kingdom (Rev. 20). I believe the Church is 

raptured “caught up” or “snatched” (1 Thess. 4:13-18) and then Christ really puts His hand back 

on Israel and judges the world in preparation to come back. Anti-Christ reigns while Jews start 

getting saved and he promises them protection to worship in a rebuilt temple for the first half, but 

breaks the treaty during the second half and persecutes them. If you were to sort of gather all the 

prophetic pieces and put them together I think it would look something like this: 

 
It’s my conviction that since the Church, beginning at Pentecost, didn’t have anything to do with 

the first 69 weeks, we won’t with the 70th week either. Christ took our wrath but during the 

tribulation period God is pouring out His wrath on a world that rejected Christ. One of the main 

reasons I am a pre-tribulation rapture is because as you’ll see, I believe Israel is still a main player 

and God has a program for them. This makes the most sense to me but I also want to say this: what 

Warren Wiersbe said, we’re not on the planning committee, we’re on the receiving committee. I 

say that because we might disagree a little bit over the chronology of prophecy and how literal to 

understand some prophecies, but we can still have fellowship because we both have the same gospel 

and believe the main tenant of prophecy, that Jesus Christ is literally and physically coming back.  

We don’t ever want to get  to the point where we despise prophecy (1 Thess. 5:20) because it’s 

important for us. It produces purity, hope, joy, and readiness for Christ’s return.  

 

But I wanted to show you this chart because it explains why there is a dual-perspective to Israel’s 

judgment. They were clearly judged in A.D. 70 but the things that you read about in Mark 13 or 

Matt. 24-25, Daniel, Revelation, Zechariah’s final chapters, etc. just haven’t taken place yet and 

yet the emphasis is still on Israel and the land of Judea and in the literal city of Jerusalem in 

precise details. You can look down throughout history and these things just plain haven’t happened 

so Israel still plays a key role. Romans 11 says they’re still a key player, not rejected totally. 

 

Anyway, Peter, James, John and Andrew start questioning Jesus privately, “When will these things be, and 

what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” They want to know when and what. 

II. THE FIRST HALF OF THE TRIBULATION BEGINS WITH BIRTH PANGS. (VV. 5-13) 

In verses 5-13 Jesus starts to expound on the tribulation period, mainly the first 3½ years of the 

tribulation period. The tribulation is divided by two 3 ½ years periods. Sometimes described in 

years, or by months (42 months), by days (1260 days), or by times (Times, time and half a time). 

Verses 5-13 occur at the very beginning. Verse 14, where the Anti-Christ turns on the Jews and 

starts to persecute them marks the midpoint and the start of the Great Tribulation. And as we go 
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through these birth pangs I want you to notice how they coincide with the seal judgments of 

Revelation chapter 6. That’s one of the main things I want you to pick up on today.  

❖ The beginning of birth pangs parallels with the seal judgments.  

In the judgments of Revelation you have the seal judgments, the trumpet judgments, and the bowl 

judgments. It starts with the seals. Judgment starts with the seals. This is a parallel draw up between 

Matthew’s Olivet Discourse record and Revelation 6-7. 

iii 

❖ Birth pangs are Old Testament language for God’s day of the Lord wrath. 

Isaiah 13:6 described a historical day of the Lord that came when God used Babylon as His 

instrument of wrath like this, “Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction 

from the Almighty. Therefore all hands will fall limp and every man’s heart will melt. They will be 

terrified, pains and anguish will take hold of them; they will writhe like a woman in labor, they will 

look at one another in astonishment, their faces aflame. Behold the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, 

with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation.” Jeremiah 30:6-7, another dual 

reference prophecy, historical and future, says, “Ask now, and see if a male can give birth. Why do 

I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in childbirth? And why have all faces 

turned pale? Alas! For that day is great, there is none like it’ and it is the time of Jacob’s [Israel – 

Gen. 32:28] distress, but he will be saved from it.” Notice, restoration through trial. I think the 

Holocaust and their restoration as a nation in 1948 gave us a preview of that. 

 

Then Paul, writing in 1 Thessalonians 5:1 after discussing the rapture of the Church, answers the 

“when” question of the Day of the Lord and you’ll notice he’s no a fanatical date-setter: “Now as 

to the times and the epochs [plurality here is key to understanding it’s not just one big event but a 

series of events] brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you yourselves 

know that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace 

and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with 

child, and they will not escape.” I asked my wife what birth pains feel like and it was a lot like that. 

She described it as a restless painful feeling you just want to go away… like 2020. But it doesn’t 

go away until the baby’s born. Same with the tribulation period. It comes unexpectedly and doesn’t 

go away until Christ returns. As the Church, I don’t expect to see the storm, but we can still see the 

clouds forming.  

 

Let’s look at some of those birth pangs now. 

A. There will be many false messiahs. (v. 6; Seal #1 of Rev. 6:1-2) 

“Many will come in My name, saying, “I am He!” and will mislead many.” And this is just what 

you would expect. If Christ comes and takes us to the Father’s house in heaven (Jn. 14:1-6), all 

that’s left is false religions and people who heard but didn’t believe, are going to start looking for 

Christ. And there’s going to be a bunch of people, some demonically inspired and supernaturally 
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empowered, who will claim they’re Christ (v. 22) and will fool many people. With everything 

going on in the world, people will search for Christ and there will be a great messianic delusion.  

2nd Warning: Beware of false messiahs, even if supernaturally empowered. 

In the last days, folks need to remember that. And we have our fair share of false messiah’s today, 

don’t we? But during this time they will increase in number and power (Mk. 13:21-22). 

 

This coincides with the first seal being broken in Revelation 6. The first seal actually let’s loose 

one major false messiah called the Anti-Christ. He is the one who in verse 14 is referred to as the 

abomination of desolation. He persecutes tribulation saints and Israel and sets himself up as the 

messiah of the world to be worshiped. 

❖ The most prominent false messiah during the tribulation is the Anti-Christ. 

But notice from Revelation 6:1, “Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I 

heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a loud voice of thunder, “Come.” I looked, 

and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 

went out conquering and to conquer.” It’s tempting to think that because this man rides a white 

horse like Jesus in Revelation 19, that’s it’s Jesus. But this is actually the Anti-Christ who like 

Satan, and empowered by Satan, basically tries to copy everything Christ does but as a counterfeit 

version. He comes at the beginning, Christ at the end. He has a bow, Christ has a sword. Many 

think he will rise to power in the name of peace and safety but become a great man of war, especially 

on those who dissent from him and don’t receive his mark, thereby making him their god. 

 

B. There will be warring nations. (v. 7; Seal #2 of Rev. 6:3-4) 

Jesus speaks of wars, rumors of wars, nations and kingdoms rising up against each other. It’s world-

war talk. This corresponds with seal #2, where Revelation 6:4 says, “When He broke the second 

seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come.” And another, a red horse, went out; and 

to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay one 

another; and a great sword was given to him.” War breaks out among the chaos, among probably, 

grabs for natural resources in a difficult time. The red horse indicates bloodshed. 

 

C. There will be an increase in earthquakes. (v. 8; Seal 6 of Rev. 6:12-17) 

Mark’s account says, “there will be earthquakes in various places.” Luke says, “Great 

earthquakes.” (21:11). Throughout the entire tribulation period, there are earthquakes and greater 

earthquakes than this world has ever seen that will cause geographical changes and level cities, the 

greatest of which is in the 7th bowl judgment (Rev. 16:18). You also see a great earthquake early 

on mentioned in seal #6, that rocks the entire world so bad that even the unregenerate wicked 

recognize it as God’s wrath (the wrath of God and of the Lamb). They hide, mistakenly thinking 

Christ is coming back that day but there’s actually a lot more to come. What’s interesting is that 

the day He does come back, they aren’t hiding anymore. Their hearts harden more and are readying 

to battle Christ, probably finding courage in the supernatural powers of the beast and false prophet. 

 

D. There will be an increase in famine. (v. 8; Seal #3 of Rev. 6:5-6) 

This famine aligns with seal #3, which says, “When He broke the third seal, I heard the third living 

creature saying, “Come.” I looked and behold, a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of 

scales in his hand. And I heard something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures 

saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and wine.” Scales represent 

commerce and control of commodity prices. Here you see times are going to be tough because with 

everything going on, the production of goods is hindered. Things are going to be rationed, just like 
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with the ridiculous toilet paper situation last year. In a panic, that’s what people do, they stock up. 

Everything will start being portioned, prices skyrocket, and money doesn’t go as far as it used too. 

What this is saying is that a day’s wages buy’s enough food for one person or somewhere around 

1/8 the normal purchasing power. Finer things like “wine and oil” will be handled very carefully. 

 

E. There will be an increase in death by famine, plagues and wild beasts. (v. 8; Seal #4 of Rev. 

6:7-8) 

People die from the famines and plagues and beast. This can be found in the 4th seal. “When the 

Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come.” I looked, 

and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following 

right behind him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with the sword and 

with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.” Ashen is like pale green, the 

color of a dead body. Death takes the material life. Hades/hell, the spiritual life. But notice that this 

is an active judgment and not just a passive natural consequence of war. One quarter, or 25% of the 

earth’s population will die by the fourth seal of God’s wrath by His authority.  

 

That’s something to point I think because some say well this really isn’t the wrath of God yet and 

it’s just the wrath of man or of Satan. But in Revelation 1:18 Jesus says, “I have the keys of death 

and of Hades” and what’s the fourth seal have in it? Death and Hades. It tells us these seal 

judgments are the wrath of Christ upon a Christ-rejecting world. Each seal is wrath unleashed.  

3rd Warning: Don’t domesticate Christ into only a God of love. He is also just. 

And if we refuse the mercy and grace offered in His sacrifice, we are subject to His wrath still.  

 

One of the other interesting notes about this seal is that in a world that wants to protect mountain 

lions and wolves and other fierce beasts, eventually these beasts will lose even more of their 

tameness and fear of man. It’s a pathetic world we live in that has laws to protect mountain lions 

but not the unborn child. This tells us it’s going to come back around to bite man – literally.  

 

F. There is increased persecution of Israel and tribulation saints. (vv. 9-13; Seal #5 of Rev. 6:9-

11; 7:1-9) 

Jesus associates the beginning of birth pangs with those first four seals and horses. Seals 5 and 6 

are now increased birth pangs the way I understand it. They get more severe. Jesus says to be on 

your guard, for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and 

you will stand before governors. If you follow Him, you may be arrested and even betrayed by 

family. “You will be hated by all because of My name.” Now, some of this was clearly referring to 

the way these apostles would be heavily persecuted. It plays out in the book of Acts for them. It 

was similar to what the Roman Christians were experiencing that Mark’s writing too. But it also 

points to the tribulation to the death of many saints during the tribulation in Revelation 6-7. Even 

though we’re expecting Christ to return for us at any moment, we too must be forewarned: 

4th Warning: Be forewarned that following Christ sometimes brings the bitterness of 

persecution in this world. 

To be forewarned is to be forearmed because it prevents disillusionment when you think that life 

will only be easier with Christ. It’s not. That’s one of the main reasons Mark is writing this gospel. 

He is stressing Jesus' exhortations to watchfulness and preparation for hardship. But one of the 

neat details here is that God gives His people crisis graces to speak for Him when undergoing 

persecution (v. 11) – something you see throughout the centuries in the records of martyrs going 

up in flames.  
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This aligns with the 5th seal where John sees the souls of many who were slain because of the 

testimony of Christ they maintained and they’re calling out for God to avenge their blood, but God 

tells them to rest a little while longer. There will be many martyrs even during the first 3 ½ years 

and they are comforted in heaven in the Lord’s presence and told to wait (Rev. 20:4). 

 

How can this be, some people ask, if the Church is raptured? Well, if we do our job and warn 

people today, many will remember that and start looking up and in their Bibles! Mark 13 is going 

to be one of the most read passages in that day. They’ll start looking for these signs Jesus is 

describing. Besides that, you have 144,000 Jews from the 12 tribes sealed and protected by Christ 

throughout this entire period who preach the gospel to Israel and the nations. They’re considered 

the first fruits of the tribulation (Rev. 7; 14:4). You have the 2 powerful witnesses in Jerusalem 

who preach for 3 ½ years to the world and do miracles like Moses and Elijah (Rev. 11:1-13). And 

you have 3 angels who fly over the nations preaching the gospel and warning them to repent and 

glorify God (Rev. 14:6). Ultimately it is them who take the gospel to every tribe, tongue and nation.  

 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS: 

And in conclusion think about this: these seals are just the beginning of birth pangs. If this is the reality of 

the tribulation period and the judgment of God coming to this world, shouldn’t that change us? I hope if 

you’ve never trusted in Christ, you will do so today or at least start considering it because the entire 

tribulation period is just a little preview of the judgment in the lake of fire for all who reject Christ. Unless 

you have trusted Christ as your Savior, you are still under God’s wrath and can expect wrath. But the Bible 

says for example in 1 John 2:2 that He is the propitiation (satisfaction) for our sins. He satisfied the wrath 

of God against us. But you have to accept Christ and His death on the cross for your sins. Have you done 

that? That’s the most important thing you can do today reflecting on this. He who believes in Christ passes 

out of judgment and into life (Jn. 5:24). 

❖ Christ is the propitiation for our sins. 

God fights fire with fire. Sometimes firefighters will burn an area carefully and intentionally so that when 

the fire gets to that area, it will stop. The fire will not burn where it’s already burned. In Christ, we stand 

where the fire is already burnediv and are not destined for wrath, but will be delivered from it (1 Thess. 1:9-

10). Praise the Lord for that promise and that blessed hope this morning! 

 

If you’re looking for some books on this prophecy stuff I would recommend: 

• Understanding End Times Prophecy by Paul Benware (overview of all doctrinal positions) 

• The King is Coming by Erwin Lutzer (a great pre-trib study; both devotional and informative) 

• Maranatha Our Lord Come! by Renald Showers (a deep, definitive study on the rapture) 

 
i Constable’s Notes. 
ii Barclay, William. The Gospel of Mark (Edinburgh: St. Andrews Press, 1964), 317. 
iii Andy Woods, Sugarland Bible Church.  
iv Erwin Lutzer, The King is Coming.  


