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SON OF DAVID & SON OF GOD 

Mark 12:35-44 

 

 

This is probably going to sound a bit radical to begin with, but I want you to imagine if you will two men 

who are both born about the same time, in the same town, grow up going to the same church on a regular 

basis, both get baptized, both take communion, both give regularly, both serve faithfully in their church and 

community. Anyone would look at these guys and say they’re both good, respectable guys. But then 

imagine both of them die about the same time and stand before God and only one of them is accepted into 

heaven and told “Well done,” while the other is denied and sent to hell. 

 

How is that possible? How could one man be accepted and one rejected? Could that really happen today? 

Well, that’s sort of what we’re looking at this morning. There’s two types of what we might call religious 

people being contrasted – both gather worship in Temple, both pray, both give – but one accepted and one 

rejected. And what’s surprising as you’ll see is that in our text it is those who appeared to be closest to God 

who were actually the ones who received the greater condemnation.  

 

If you’re just joining us, you’re joining us as we’re working our way through the gospel of Mark and as we 

come to the final question in a series of questions in chapter 12. This time it’s a question asked by Jesus 

Himself that is going to expose His true identity, our answer of which determines our destinies.  

 

Mark 12:35-44, “And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes say that 

the Christ is the son of David? David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my 

right hand, until I put your enemies beneath your feet.’ David himself call Him ‘Lord’; so in what sense is 

He his son?” And the larger crowd enjoyed listening to Him.” 

 

In His teaching He was saying; “Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and like 

respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 

who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers; these will receive greater 

condemnation. 

 

And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the 

treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper 

coins, which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor 

widow put in more than all the contributions to the treasury; for they all put in of their surplus, but she, out 

of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” 

 

Alright, so for a few weeks now we have been looking at the questions of the proud religious leaders who 

were trying to trap Jesus in a statement and get Him crucified by the Romans or getting Him to say 

something that would upset His popularity with the people. And to say the least, it has utterly backfired on 

them and like verse 34 says they don’t want to ask any more questions because they don’t want to continue 

to be embarrassed. So they are now on their heels, walking backwards in retreat mode, and Jesus now starts 

to lean into them and press them with His own piercing question exposes their denial to admit that Jesus 

really is the Messiah. With this taking place just before His arrest and crucifixion, it becomes in Mark His 

last public words to these Pharisees before He’s arrested and isn’t it interesting that it reveals to them plainly 
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that He is the Christ of whom the Scriptures predicted and they’ve been denying throughout His ministry 

the past few years. It’s His final proof to them from Scripture that He is the Christ, He is the Messiah. 

 

I. JESUS’ QUESTION REVEALS HIS TRUE IDENTITY. (VV. 35-37) 

Verse 35 gives us the backdrop, saying He was teaching people in the Temple and some of the religious 

men gathered around. And I like the way Matthew’s says He asked, “What do you think about the 

Christ, whose son is He?” (Matthew 22:41). That’s the question we’ve all got to ask ourselves as well, 

that we’ll focus more on later. Knowing the OT, they said what they should’ve, “The son of David.” 

And they’re correct. Everyone and their dog knew the Messiah was required to be a descendant of 

David, of the line of David, because that’s what God had promised in 2 Samuel 7 in the Davidic 

Covenant. God said Messiah would be one of David’s descendants who would inherit the everlasting 

kingdom and throne and reign over the house of Israel. So this was no secret. Remember when Jesus 

was riding into Jerusalem in chapter 11 they were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David” (Matt. 

21:9) and even the Syrophoenician woman from the totally Gentile region of Trye and Sidon was crying 

out to Him, “Have mercy on me, Son of David” (Matt. 15:22). So again, not a secret.  

 

Did Jesus meet this Davidic requirement? Yes and I think they knew this because they had His records 

in the Temple archives. This is why Matthew (1:1-17) and Luke (3:23-38) record the genealogy of 

Jesus as being a descendant of David. Those genealogies may seem boring for us to read “the son of 

Joseph, the son of Eli,” on and on and eventually, “the son of Nathan, the son of David.” It’s a bit 

boring to us but highly critical because this Bible, like we talked about last week isn’t just a bunch of 

religious beliefs by religious men. It’s a history book as well, recording history for us from eyewitness 

accounts. And the genealogies are part of the proof that Jesus is the promised Messiah all the way back 

to David and even – get this – all the way back to Adam and Eve (first man and woman) as the promised 

“Seed” of Genesis 3:15 who would come and crush the head of Satan and redeem man from his sin. 

 

And what Jesus does here by taking them to Psalm 110 is prove that there’s something about the 

Messiah that they are missing, or not seeing. He’s not just the son of David. Because when they say, 

“He’s the son of David,” He says, “Then how does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying, “The 

Lord said to my Lord, sit at My right hand until I put your enemies beneath Your feet”? Basically, if 

David said that the Messiah is his Lord, then how is he only his son? Isn’t it more natural for a son 

to call his father “lord”? How can He be both David’s son and his Lord if He’s merely human? 

 

The implication that Jesus is pointing out is that the Messiah is required according to Scripture to be 

human and divine – Son of David (Man) and Son of God. Fully human, but yet fully God. 

❖ Scriptural prerequisites for the Messiah: He must be a God-Man; fully God and fully 

man. (Psalm 110:1; 2 Samuel 7) 

By the way, notice the Trinitarian nature in David’s words: “The Lord” said to “my Lord” isn’t God 

talking to Himself. It’s the Father talking to the Son. It’s a major proof text for the Trinity. But we 

know that Jesus satisfies this God-Man requirement because He was born of the Holy Spirit in the 

virgin Mary. The day He was conceived wasn’t His beginning. He created the world and at a point in 

history, humbled Himself by entering into it, taking on human flesh. He wasn’t born of a man, but of 

God. However, His parents were also of the line of David so He fulfills the Davidic Covenant. He is 

the perfect, sinless God-Man. He’s the only One who can wear both of those hats: Son of God & David. 

 

And you know why that’s important, right? Because in order for man to be redeemed from sin before 

a holy and perfect God, there had to be a perfect sacrifice to die in man’s place. Sin brought death and 
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separation from God. The wages of sin is physical and spiritual death, but Jesus died for us and bridged 

that chasm between us and God (Rom. 6:23). He didn’t sin so He didn’t deserve death but died anyway, 

willingly, on our behalf so that whoever believes/trusts in Him has everlasting life. That’s the gospel.  

 

Put it this way: the Bible says every man is drowning in his sin and deserves death – physically and 

spiritually – but God has provided one life raft for us to save us in our drowning, and it’s Jesus Christ. 

Acts 4:12 says, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name that has been given 

among men by which we must be saved.” It’s an inclusive message in that it’s for all men but exclusive 

in the sense that it must be believed. He has thrown a life raft to every drowning man but drowning 

man has to reach out and take hold of it by faith. By faith, you’ve got to say, “Lord Jesus, I trust you 

as My Savior.” All who call on Him, the Bible says, will be saved. Call on Him! 

 

If this is true, then what you do with Jesus, determining who He is (His identity) and what He has done 

for you, is the most important decision you will make in your life. It is a decision of destiny that 

determines where you will spend eternity and the motives behind everything you do related to God. 

Belief in Christ determines who is rejected and who is accepted into Heaven. It’s like one man said, “If 

we are wrong about Jesus Christ, we are wrong about salvation.”i We’ll come back to this thought again 

 

Before we move on though and look at the contrast between the religious leaders and the religious 

widow, I hope you’ve noticed throughout Mark that Jesus is always taking these men back to Scripture, 

to the source of truth, our guide for faith and practice. He’s setting an example for us. We need to be 

sure that we get what we believe from the Scriptures. We call ourselves “Bereans” because the Bereans 

were supposed to be the ones who didn’t just take Paul’s word for it, but they in Acts 17:11 went to the 

Scriptures to see if what he was saying was true to the Word of God because it’s the standard. Jesus 

was letting the Word of God speak to these men. And that should always be our principle: 

❖ As communicators of God’s Word, we want to let the text speak.  

Don’t just use the Bible to preach “your message”. You preach the its message. That’s why I preach 

the way I do. I start with the text and it tells me what to preach, rather than me always asking, “What 

do I want to preach about?” When you’re witnessing to someone, show them the Scripture and ask 

them, “What does this text say about Jesus?” We talked about this a bit at our Men’s Fellowship Group: 

we’ve got to take people to passages like John 4 which says Jesus healed a man’s son from a great 

distance. And we can show people stuff like this and the resurrection and say to them, “Now if that’s 

true, don’t you think you should consider who Jesus is a little more seriously? If that’s true, He’s not 

just a good teacher… He’s Lord, lunatic, or liar.” 

 

When you do that, it’s like putting a little rock in someone’s shoe. Isn’t it annoying when you get 

something stuck on your sock or a little pebble in your shoe? It drives you crazy and you’ve got to dig 

it out or dump it out! Well, do that with Jesus and people. Point something out  about Jesus and say, 

don’t you think that if that’s true, you ought to consider giving this a little more thought before you die 

or enter crisis mode? Before you get to the end of your life? Put some rocks in peoples’ shoes.  

 

And you can trust the Bible to work in their hearts because God’s Spirit works through His Word. 

As Jesus points out, it’s inspired by God. You picked up on that small but great detail from Jesus’ 

statement? He said, “Then how does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’?” So here’s what He’s doing 

– He’s saying that if you really believe this is God’s Word, then you can’t deny this fact about the 

Messiah. You can’t say he spoke in error or it’s a mistake because David said it in the Spirit. The Spirit 

inspired him to write that. So He kind of backs them into the corner a little more with that . 
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❖ Jesus taught the inspiration of the Word of God. 

What we mean by inspiration is that it’s not just a book written by men, but by God also. The Holy 

Spirit inspired these men to write what they did. It’s like a dual-authorship thing where yes, men were 

writing, but God’s Spirit was working in them to write what He wanted them to write on His behalf.  

 

Remember what Paul told young pastor Timothy? The Scriptures are all you need: 2 Timothy 3:16-

17,“All Scripture is inspired by God [“God-breathed” in the NIV] and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.” I always say, based on 1 Peter 1:21, that like a ship’s sails are filled 

with the wind and driven along, so the men were filled with the Holy Spirit and driven along when they 

wrote the Bible: “no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved [carried along] 

by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” (See also 1 Thess. 2:13) 

 

If this were a Bibliology, we’d go through and prove that it is inspired in two ways: plenary and 

verbal. Plenary inspiration just mean it’s inspired as a whole. All the Bible is God’s Word. Verbal 

inspiration means every word is inspired – in the parts. That’s important because some are tempted to 

say only parts of it are inspired, or parts of it are more inspired than others, or it’s just the ideas and not 

the actual words that are inspired. But the Bible says it is inspired in the whole and in each word. It’s 

wholly and equally inspired and if that’s true, we should want to study it and take it seriously. In a 

world where you have a million things to read at your fingertips at once, remember that none of it is 

more special or more important or should be of greater priority than God’s Word. And if you really 

want to grow as a Christian, make it a habit to read the Bible daily on your own and get to know it. 

 

Another reason you want to read it is because Jesus really is sitting at the right hand of God, waiting to 

judge His enemies and come back. As we’ll see in Mark 13 throughout the tribulation period, He’ll 

start putting His enemies incrasingly under His feet as He nears His return to earth. You want to receive 

Christ now and get to know Christ now so that we aren’t deceived. There’s a lot of folks who think 

they’re serving God in this world but they haven’t really trusted Christ alone as Savior and so their 

motives even in doing religious things is not acceptable to God. It’s like the difference between Cain 

and Abel – both offer sacrifices but only one’s accepted. You see taht in the contrast here in 38-44. 

 

II. A CONTRAST REVEALING TRUE DISCIPLESHIP. (VV. 38-44) 

The teaching of Jesus comes to a climax here with these two personalities, the religious rulers and this 

widow. First, the religious leaders worthy of greater condemnation (v. 40).  

 

A. The example of the hypocritical leaders. (vv. 38-40) 

Jesus says to “beware” of these guys – watch out for them. Even though they claim to serve God 

and look really holy, they’re focused on externals at the expense of the internal. They wear a 

mask and play a part but it’s not who they really are. They are play-actors. And if we were going 

through the gospel of Matthew, at this point Matthew would take us through an entire chapter of 

Jesus pronouncing woes on these guys for being religious hypocrites who on the outside looked 

nice and clean but on the inside were full of dead men’s bones and filth, where even in their serving 

God, it was all about them and glorifying themselves, which is inevitable when the gospel isn’t 

understood.  

 

Verses 39-40 says they would wear fancy white robes, probably implying even when they could 

have been in normal garb, they didn’t. They wore white to symbolize their “righteousness” and left 
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colors to the people. They cherished respectful greetings in the public. They probably waited for 

others to take notice of them. They sought after chief seats in the synagogue. They didn’t sit in the 

everyday person’s chair but had the big, fancy seats on stage. At banquets, they sought places of 

honor. It was just all about them looking distinguished in the sight of the people. 

 

They also devoured widows’ houses, it says. Apparently, they might lend legal or financial help 

to widows and then when the widow couldn’t pay them back, take them for what they were worth 

in assets. People often left whole fortunes to the Temple, and since they were the ones who made 

up wills and conveyances of property, they probably persuaded widows to give their homes to the 

Temple and then took the proceeds of the sale themselves. They were charlatans, using religion for 

the sake of monetary gain. Maybe that’s why this widow in this passage is so poor. So think again 

of the vine-growers in God’s vineyard: They weren’t stewarding the vineyard so it would be a 

blessing to others. They were using the vineyard and the entire temple system for their own benefit. 

 

He says they prayed long prayers to make themselves look good and build themselves up. Matt. 

6:5, “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

and on the street corners.” They made a show of it. In the sermon on the mount, Jesus also said 

don’t use meaningless repetition like the Gentile pagan religions do either, thinking they’ll be heard 

for their many words. About every religion that is not authentic Christianity, has scripted, cold, 

religious prayers to repeat to try and gain the favor of their God.  

• Islam: you have pray those same old prayers at the right time each day.  

• Hindus/Buddhists: monks praying over and over in an almost trance-like state.  

• Catholicism: I remember growing up and being taught to pray through the Rosary while 

going through the stages of the cross, praying the “Our Father” then 3 “Hail Marys” then 

“Glory Be” and ten “Hail Marys” and the “Our Father” 6 or 7 more times… and on and on . 

 

That’s not prayer. That’s praying a prayer, not praying. Jesus said don’t use meaningless 

repetition like the Pharisees, why? For “your Father knows what you need before you ask Him,” 

it was in Matthew 6:7-8. And guys, Jesus said that right before He gave the disciples what is 

typically referred to as the “Our Father”  in verses 9-13. That tells us the “Our Father” is a model 

for prayer, more like an outline or framework, and not meant to become a repetitious, scripted 

prayer. It tells us prayer should have a flow to it, beginning with adoration and aligning our hearts 

to God’s His will, then confessing and petitioning and giving thanks and praise. It’s a model for 

how to pray, not just a prayer to pray. Prayer is a time of honest conversation with God. A close 

and genuine, but reverent conversation centered on a relationship with Christ. 

❖ When you pray, pray from the heart, talking respectively to Your Heavenly Father. 

 

Giving also comes up in the account of the widow. Look what else the sermon on the mount said 

about their giving to the poor, “When you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly I say 

to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:2-4).So potentially these religious guys might sound 

trumpets (shofar) to let people know they were giving to the poor.  

 

And one of the neat details to discover here about treasury where Jesus sits and watches the people 

with His disciples is that they had these 13 money-coffers with brass, trumpet-shaped openings, 

meaning you could probably make these brass trumpets ring by putting money in them noticeably 
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if you wanted too. So you can imagine the lines of people waiting to deposit coins in the various 

money boxes and you see these men decked out in their fancy robes with the heaviest and biggest 

coins of their day waiting to just make themselves look good by dropping it in and making it ring 

and saying in a way, “Top that!” You could see how it could easily turn into a competition.  

❖ When you give, give cheerfully, out of love for God and His purposes.  

God loves a cheerful giver, Paul said. And our sacrifices mean nothing without love. We can give 

all we owe to the poor and give our lives but without love, it’s nothing. We might not blow trumpets 

like they did but it reminds me of some of these videos online where it shows people giving meals 

and money to people but they record it for the whole world to see. Give in secret  when you can. 

Bless people in secret and God will reward you. If you do it for others to see, you’ve already 

received praise from men and that is your reward, Jesus says. We could say, don’t toot your own 

horn – like the man in the crowd at a fundraiser who stood up and said, “I want to give $100! – 

anonymously!”ii Look at how the humble widow gave. 

 

B. The example of the humble and trusting widow.  

In contrast to the trumpet sounds, imagine this poor widow coming along, covering over her head, 

maybe her face down, almost trying to hide her giving, quietly dropping in these two little coins 

that hardly make a sound when they hit. 2 leptons which by their name literally means “thin”. They 

were worth 1/64 of a days wages, maybe $1.50 in our world today right now, and Jesus knows 

supernaturally what no one else does – it’s all she had to live on. 

 

Jesus basically turns to His disciples as says, “That’s how it’s done fellas. Top that.” Because what 

she does is characteristic of a true disciple’s heart that loves the Lord and fully trusts the 

Lord. In ancient rabbinic literature there was story of a similar account where a priest rejected the 

offering of a handful of flour from a poor woman and that night in a dream was commanded, “Do 

not despise her. It is as if she had offered her life.”iii To the world, she gave less than anyone and 

doesn’t deserve any special praise; there’s no philanthropy in her name, no baseball field or stadium 

names after her. But to God, she gave more than all of them because she gave Him a trusting heart. 

Unlike the rich, young ruler, she loved God with all of her being, fulfilling the greatest 

commandment. It was as though she was giving her life to the Lord and saying Lord, “I trust you. 

I have faith in you.”  

  

Concluding Thoughts: 

Trust is what makes the difference. How could two men be born the same time, attend church faithfully, 

get baptized, take communion, and serve their whole lives and one man get into heaven and one not? It’s 

because one man understood who Christ was and trusted Christ alone. He understood the gospel, that Jesus 

died for him to save him since he couldn’t save himself, and it was by grace that he was saved through faith 

in Christ. So now, when he does things like getting baptized to identify with Christ and or takes communion, 

it reminds him of the precious sacrifice of his Savior whom He trust. When he serves, he serves from 

salvation with a heart that loves God, wanting others to know God.  

 

The other man, however, for some reason really doesn’t understand that gospel. Because He doesn’t trust 

in Jesus as the full payment for his sin, he naturally believes in himself and is trusting his own religious 

performance to get him to heaven, thereby rejecting the Life Raft. So when he prays or gives, even though 

he means well, he is secretly doing it to win God’s favor and hopefully be good enough to get into heaven. 

Instead of doing what He does from salvation, it all becomes works for salvation, and in His own effort 

instead of the Spirit’s enabling power. 
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This is what the Scriptures call ‘dead works’. Jesus sets us free from that sort of dead works. Hebrews 9:14 

says, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 

blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” When you understand 

that the unblemished one offered Himself to make you unblemished, it cleanses your conscience, 

transforming your motives for everything you do related to God. It’s living service to God. 

 

We don’t have to work for heaven because Christ did the work. We simply receive salvation from our sins 

as a free gift. A free Life Raft of grace. When someone asked Jesus, “What shall we do that we may work 

the works of God?” Jesus said, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 

6:28-29). In other words, don’t do anything for God until you’ve trusted in His Son. Referring to Abraham 

from Genesis 15:6, Paul said in Romans 4, But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness.” Read Romans 4 later. It says apart from works 

and only by faith, God credits righteousness.  

 

Throughout Jesus’ ministry we’ve been wrestling with the identity of Jesus. But He has made Himself 

evident. He is the son of David and Son of God who died for our sins. The question is now not, “Who is 

this Jesus?” It is now, “What have you done with He who IS the Christ? Have you trusted Him as your 

Savior from sin?”  

 
i Warren Wiersbe, The Wiersbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2007), 
124. 
ii Kent Hughes, Jesus: Servant and Savior. 
iii William Lane, The International Commentary on the New Testament. 


