
12/7/2021 

GOD HAS SPOKEN. 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

 

There’s a lot of people today who when questioned about belief in God would say something along 

the lines of, “Well, I would believe if He would just reveal Himself. If He would just speak to us 

and communicate with us, then I would believe.” That’s what Christmas is all about: God revealing  

Himself and communicating with man in a way that couldn’t be more personal.  

 

If you consider the evidence that’s already there, God has spoken to us a lot. One is through special 

revelation: the Bible. God has spoken to man so much through the Bible that most people are 

intimidated by the size of the book and don’t attempt to read it. He has also spoken to us through 

general revelation: creation. Romans 1:18-23 tells us God has revealed His attributes and power 

through the beauty and complexity and constant care of His creation. Psalm 19:1 says creation 

preaches: The skies “proclaim” silent sermons about God’s existence. General revelation alone 

leaves man without excuse on judgment day (Romans 1:19-20; Ecclesiastes 3:11).  

 

But creation and the Bible isn’t the only way that God has spoken to us. Hebrews tells us that God 

has spoken to us in His incarnated Son, Jesus Christ. We might call it the incarnation 

revelation, where the 2nd member of the Trinity, God Himself, stepped into our world. The 

Creator, in a cameo appearance, stepped into His creation taking on human flesh. And through His 

Son, He can speak to whatever we are facing in life.  

 

If you will, turn to Hebrews 1:1-4 with me. Hebrews 1 & 2 is where we will spend the majority of 

our time this Christmas series, looking at some reasons for the incarnation, which I think will prove 

to be of immense spiritual help to you. If you open any book on systematic theology, you’ll likely 

find reasons for the incarnation under Christology (the study of the Person and Work of Christ). 

 

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation 

of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification 

of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than 

the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.” 

 

Since brother Brewer is talking about hermeneutics/Bible interpretation so much, I thought I would 

try to use this message to extend what he is teaching. If we’re going to be rooted in the Word, we 

need to be good students of it. Every week during my sermon prep, I walk through those 3 steps 

of Bible interpretation he taught: observation, interpretation, and application. I want to 

highlight those steps by approaching our study of the Bible metaphorically the same way you 

would properly approach a full Christmas dinner or 3 course meal at a restaurant with appetizers 

(first course), the main course, and dessert. Think of the appetizer as observation, the main dish 
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as interpretation, and the dessert as application (a sweet finish!). I know some of you would dig 

in and eat the dessert first, but for the metaphor’s sake, let’s start with the appetizer.  

 

I. THE APPETIZER: OBSERVATION.  

 

Before the main dish, you need an appetizer to take hunger’s edge off, right? You might be so 

hungry you’ll woof down the main dish without appreciating it. Observation is what gives us a 

foundation for accurate interpretation, and it will increase the punch behind the application. We’ll 

actually appreciate more the main dish and the dessert by eating an appetizer.  

 

When you’re observing a text, you want to be like a detective, overturning every rock looking for 

evidence: looking for key, repetitive words being emphasized; the structure of the book; 

atmosphere of the book; who’s the writer, who’s the audience, what’s the circumstance for 

writing?; we ask reporter questions: who, what, when, where, why? All of this helps us 

understand the overall purpose and theme and context: literary, historical, cultural, geographical, 

and theological contexts. It’s hard to go anywhere confidently in our interpretation or application 

without all that contextual background information. If you ever feel lost in the Bible, Howard 

Hendricks said you need to “climb a ‘contextual tree’ and gain some perspective.”i  

 

Some of the key background information you’re going to need is often found in the introductions 

and conclusions. Look at some of the concluding comments of Hebrews in chapter 13:22, “I urge 

you, brethren, bear with this word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly. Take notice 

that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom, if he comes soon, I will see you.” 

 

The “I” in this verse, the writer, is never revealed in the letter. Hebrews is unique in that. The 

original writers knew, but we can’t say dogmatically. A lot of people want to criticize the Bible 

for that reason, but this was actually very intentional on part of the author. In all of his citations of 

the OT, there is no reference to names. It is always God speaking. God has spoken and is speaking. 

Pay attention to what you have heard (Heb. 2:1)! Today, if you hear His voice (Heb. 3)! The writer 

doesn’t want the audience to think anyone is speaking but ultimately God Himself directly to them 

through what is written. Whoever they are, they are likely Jewish because they are so familiar with 

the Judaic religious system and traditions that you see mentioned throughout the book. The writer 

expected to see them again. 

 

You’ll also notice that the audience is described as “brethren”. Elsewhere, “holy brethren” 

“partakers” “heirs”. Timothy is “our brother”. This suggests he’s writing to believers. And that’s 

important to take into consideration when it comes to the warning passages found in Hebrews. 

Some say those are warnings for unbelievers, but the content in the book suggests it’s a warning 

to mostly Jewish believers (hence the title Hebrews) who are in danger of reverting back to the 

old Judaic system (think: law of Moses, temple, priesthood). Audience is important because it 

helps us understand the purpose. The gospel of John, for example, is evangelistic. He wants 

unbelievers to understand the identity of Jesus so they believe in Jesus. Hebrews is written to 
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believers, reminding them of Jesus’ identity so they don’t apostatize by going back to something 

inferior to Jesus. He wants them to see Jesus is superior. Judaism has nothing for them. 

 

That’s the circumstance: Jewish Christians who had come out of Judaism to embrace Christ as 

the Messiah were not exactly appreciated by the unbelieving Jews. As we’ve seen in the gospel of 

Mark and will continue to see in Acts, it is the unbelieving Jews who are the biggest instigators 

against the Church. They were wearing down Jewish believers through their threats and 

persecution and false teaching and as result, Jewish believers were tempted was to go back to 

Judaism or at least participate in it again to pacify their antagonists. 

 

Imagine being in a Jewish family in AD 60 and you, as a young man or woman, come to believe 

based on Scripture that Jesus is the Messiah. However, your family or neighbors don’t. And they 

and the elders of their synagogue threaten you, saying that if you don’t return to Judaism and from 

that “false Christ” you’ll be disowned. They’re using Scripture (falsely) and tradition for their 

claims as well, saying things like, “How dare you not worship on Sabbath? Not offer a sacrifice 

for your sin? Not continue the traditions of our fathers?” That’s pretty serious, isn’t it? 

 

It would be terribly confusing and difficult! It would be tempting to go back or at least live with 

one foot in Christianity and one foot in Judaism, but the writer of Hebrews is exhorting (13:22) 

them to stand firm in their faith in Christ (Heb. 11). The author doesn’t disparage of Judaism but 

will demonstrate through His letter that the Judaic system was designed to point us to Jesus. 

The OT sacrifices were a shadow of the real substance – Christ sacrifice. Why go offer sacrifices 

at the temple if the better, perfect, and eternal Lamb of God has been sacrificed as God intended? 

 

I included in there 3 key words intentionally. Better (or superior) is used 13 times. Perfect is used 

14 times. Eternal is used 6 times. All of these suggest something unmatched – something 

superior.  

Theme: Christ is superior. 

 

The writer demonstrates Christ is superior to the prophets (1:1-2), superior to angels (1:4), offered 

a superior sacrifice (9:23) with superior blood (12:24). He’s a superior priest from a superior 

priesthood (3:1). He’s a superior servant than Moses (3:5), mediator of a superior covenant (7:22) 

with superior promises (8:6), superior hope (7:19), and a superior lasting possession (10:34). All 

of this will be demonstrated with 29 direct quotations from the OT and 53 allusions to OT passages. 

The writer is saying, “Why go back to the temporal Judaic system with temporal sacrifices and all 

of that, when the perfect Lamb has been sacrificed once and for all to bring us a complete, eternal 

redemption?” Jesus is superior. Everything else is inferior.  

 

The context and content in the book tells us something about the timing of when this was all 

written and maybe even the where. The present tense temptations suggest the temple in 

Jerusalem is still in full operation and the Jewish believers may even be in Jerusalem or Judea. 

That’s how intense the temptation is. This would mean it is before AD 70 because that’s when the 

Romans destroyed the temple as Jesus prophesied. The author described the Old Covenant as 
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“becoming obsolete and growing old” and “ready to disappear” (8:13). If the temple was 

destroyed by now, he might’ve used that as proof of that. So when was it written? Just prior to the 

temple destruction in the 60’s, when persecution was really heating up makes the most sense.  

 

But after making all of these observations, don’t you feel much more prepared to actually 

interpret the book? You already feel like you’ve eaten a lot. Without observation we easily 

become loose cannons in our interpretation and application. 

 

II. THE MAIN COURSE: INTERPRETATION. 

 

Let’s dive into our 4 introductory verses again. It’s not a normal introductory greeting. It shocks 

us because it’s to the point. I think it’s intentional to say, “Listen up! God has spoken!” There are 

warnings in chapters 3 & 12 in this book about heeding what God has said. Like a sampler platter, 

the into gives us a taste of what the rest of the letter is like and what it is about. Immediately he 

gives us 8 ways Jesus is described as superior to the prophets.  

 

1. The Son is the heir of all things. (v. 2) 

Heir speaks of royalty and authority. 

 

2. The Son created the world. (v. 2) 

He was the active agent in the creation of this world. Colossians 1 and John 1 affirm that 

Jesus is God’s Word through which the world was created. When you read Genesis 1:1, 

“In the beginning God created,” you need to see Jesus there. All things came into being 

through Him. Jesus made us!  

 

3. The Son radiates the divine glory of God. (v. 3) 

Like the rays of the sun to the sun, so is Christ to the Father.ii  

 

4. The Son is the exact representation of God’s nature, or essence. (v. 3) 

Like the imprinted mold from a dye, Jesus is to the Father. He’s the visible manifestation 

of the invisible God. Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.”  

 

5. The Son upholds the material universe with a word of His power. (v. 3) 

That’s not saying He carries the world on His back like Atlas, but that He continually 

sustains it and provides for it. He maintains the constant laws of the universe.  

 

6. The Son made purification for sins. (v. 3) 

This is highlighting His office as Priest. It expresses His superiority in that no one else can 

do that. Everyone else is a sinner. To pay for sin and forgive someone, you’d have to be 

perfect. You’d have to be God! Jesus is. Hebrews 4:15 says He was without sin. 

 

7. The Son sat down at the right hand of God. (v. 4) 
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This highlights His completed mission as Priest and His office as King in authority. Priests 

never sat down because they were continually offering sacrifices. Christ offered one and 

sat down because His sacrifice was sufficient. He is now waiting to return in His second 

coming as King, making His enemies to be made a footstool for His feet (Heb. 2:8). He 

comes in Revelation 19 waging war as the King of kings and Lord of lords.  

8. The Son is greater than the angels. (v. 4) 

This is actually getting into a new subject discussed in the rest of chapter 1 and into chapter 

2. I think the reasoning for it is this: Judaizers who were trying to get Christians to revert 

might have said something like, “Well Jesus is just a man, but we know that the Law was 

mediated by angels,” (Heb. 2:2; Gal. 3:19). If you read the rest of the chapter, He uses 

quote after quote to demonstrate Jesus is superior to angels. 

 

None of these 8 statements could ever be attributed to a prophet or anyone else.iii They’re only 

fitting for someone who is God. Only God can create the world and sustain it. Only a perfect God 

can make an eternal, lasting sacrifice to atone for sin. Only God sits where He sits. A relevant 

question to ask ourselves would be, “Is this my view of Jesus? Is my Jesus, this Jesus?” Part of 

the problem with people turning to something religious other than Jesus is because their Jesus isn’t 

big enough. They don’t grasp His superior perfection and so they turn to inferior things.  

 

OT prophets were responsible to communicate God’s Word with people. In the OT, God revealed 

Himself bit-by-bit in a piecemeal format. In many portions and many ways to the Jewish 

fathers. Their fathers received incredible revelation from God. But think about what the author is 

saying: God spoke to them that way. But “God has spoken to us in His Son”. We’ve received 

superior revelation through a superior messenger. Jesus isn’t just another prophet or another 

word from God: Jesus is the Word (Logos) of God; a superior “Word” from God to us. 

 

The Interpretation:  

The Son is God’s superior communication to us. 

 

God has spoken in His Word: the Son. We have his word. What are we going to do with him?  In 

the warning passages the danger is not holding fast to God’s Word: we can drift from the Word 

(2:1-4), doubt the Word (3:7-4:13), be spiritual dull towards the Word (5:11-6:20), despise the 

Word (10:26-39), defy the Word through disobedience (12:14-29) – but as His sons, we’ll be 

disciplined if we do that (Heb. 12:6-11). Only sons are disciplined. 

 

The Son is God’s communication to us in the sense that He is God, who through His incarnation 

walked among us. Everything He did communicates to us who He is and what He has done – what 

THE PROPHETS CHRIST 

Prophets are called by God Jesus is God 

Many prophets Only one Son 

Bring fragmentary, incomplete messages Brought a final, complete message 

Spoke “to them” in the past Spoke “to us” today – further revelation 
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He is like. He’s the most personal form of communication we can imagine. The infinite and 

invisible One can be understood through His incarnated visible one.iv  

 

1st & Primary Reason for the Incarnation:  

To reveal God to us. 

 

All 4 systematic theology books I looked at for this study agreed that that was the #1 reason for 

the incarnation: to reveal God to us. It reveals His power, humility, wisdom, glory, justice, love, 

grace, truth – all in a tangible sense. If this is true, what should we have for dessert?  

 

III. THE DESSERT: APPLICATION.  

 

Well, let’s be good students of the Word and think about the original audience would apply it to 

their situation. How would a Jewish Christian who was being tempted to revert back to Judaism 

with the old covenant and the temple sacrifices and rituals understand this? They would have to 

understand now that if Jesus is superior to all of that because of who He is and what He has done. 

Jesus is sufficient for what they are experiencing. He’s enough. They shouldn’t turn back from 

Christ. In reality, they need to turn to Christ! Focus even more on how God has spoken in Christ! 

 

Application: If your interpretation is correct, that Christ is superior to everything else, 

Then therefore, He is sufficient for whatever you’re facing. 

 

Applying Question: 

 “How can the incarnated Son’s Person and Work speak to the situation I’m facing?” 

 

Imagine the Judaizers telling them they need to offer sacrifices for sin. How has God spoken to 

this in His Son? If the Son has through His once-for-all perfect sacrifice purified them from their 

sin, why should they continue slaughtering sheep? There’s no need for that. Hebrews 13 says we’re 

all like priests (1 Pet. 2:9) who offer different sacrifices to God like a surrendered life (Rom. 12:1-

2), the sacrifice of praise and sacrifice of doing good and sharing (Heb. 13:15-16). If He’s their 

High Priest in Heaven, what use do they have for the earthly priesthood? They have direct access 

to God’s throne through Christ, the one mediator between God and man (Heb. 4:16; 1 Tim. 2:5).  

 

Hebrews 10 suggests their persecutors were seizing their property and possessions, leaving them 

poor. How has God spoken to this in His Son? Well, they can certainly imitate Christ’s Person 

who humbled Himself, being born to a poor family and lived sometime without a place to lay His 

head. But the writer of Hebrews says they should accept the seizure of their property joyfully 

because of the work Christ has accomplished for them: they have a better possession and an 

eternal inheritance to come. You’re not just living for the here and now but for the world to come 

when as a reward, you reign with Christ in His coming kingdom, which he also points out is a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken (Heb. 12:28). They should be focused on the world to come.  
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Now, let’s apply that situation to us. Are there any false teachers in our day trying to get us to 

turn away from the biblical Christ to something inferior? Certainly. There’s plenty of religious 

teachers out there knocking on doors with a Bible in hand, taking passages out of context to 

convince people of a false and inferior Christ. And if you have inferior Christ who isn’t God, His 

death isn’t sufficient and you’d better get on their treadmill of religious works and cross your 

fingers hoping you’ll be good enough to get to heaven. Even our own sinful nature tries to get us 

to turn from Christ’s sufficiency to our own performance all the time. But look at the warning in 

2:1-4 says, “We must pay much closer attention so that we do not drift away from it… for how will 

we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”  

 

The original audience was influenced by social shame. Have you ever been tempted to deny 

Christ at work or around your friends to salvage your reputation? To save a friendship? You know 

our silence in opportunities to speak up is just as telling. The original audience’s situation was 

very difficult. It was trialsome. But what about that situation you’re facing? Is Jesus sufficient? 

Is He enough? Remember, He’s been in your shoes. He can relate. And He upholds the universe. 

Nothing is too big for this Jesus. 

 

God has spoken in His Son in such a way that He can speak to whatever you’re going through. 

Plan on taking that principle further next week. 
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iii Ronald Sauer, Moody Bible Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014), 1923. 
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