
















I. JESUS’ JOURNEY TO THE CROSS: 
THE WAY OF SUFFERING. (VV. 21-22)



Cross-Defining Principle #1
We become privileged cross-bearers like Jesus. 

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”



“Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify 
the people through His blood, suffered 
outside the gate. So then, let us go with 

Him earing His reproach.”

Hebrews 13:12



Cross-Defining Principle #2
When your life is defined by the cross,

expect rejection and ostracism. 

“If the world hates you,
keep in mind that it hated Me first.”



II. THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS. (VV. 23-32)



“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own interests, 
but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.”

Philippians 2:3-8



Cross-Defining Principle #3
The cross defines the heart of God 

as self-sacrificially loving.

“But God demonstrates His own love for 
us in this: in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:8



Cross-Defining Principle #4
The cross should redefine us to be others-centered.

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, 

we also ought to love one another.”

1 John 4:10-11



Cross-Defining Principle #5
The love of the cross draws people to Jesus.

“And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to Myself.”

John 12:32



III. THE DEATH OF JESUS. (VV. 33-41)

Cross Event #1 – Darkness covers the land.



III. THE DEATH OF JESUS. (VV. 33-41)

Cross Event #2 – Jesus cries out.



III. THE DEATH OF JESUS. (VV. 33-41)

Cross Event #3 – The temple veil is torn.



“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter
the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is,
His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house
of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith.”

Hebrews 10:19-22



Cross-Defining Principle #6

The cross grants us access to God,
forever redefining the trajectory of our lives.



Your defining moment.



“But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to
grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will
see His offspring [His spiritual seed of believers], He will
prolong His days [be resurrected], and the good pleasure of
the Lord will prosper in His hand.”

Isaiah 53:10



IV. THE BURIAL OF JESUS. (VV. 33-41)



“His grave was assigned with wicked men (plural), yet He
was with a rich man (singular) in His death.”

Isaiah 53:10



Cross-Defining Principle #7

The cross makes us self-sacrificial
servants like the Savior.



Have you taken up your cross 
and followed Jesus?

Is your life defined by the cross? 








