






I. THE CONTEXT OF THE OLIVET
DISCOURSE. (Mark 12)



The question the Olivet Discourse is answering:

What’s going to happen to Israel
now that they’ve rejected Christ?



❖God sometimes knocks us down 
to cause us to look up.



Truly is say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 
gather [episynago] your children together, the way a hen 
gathers [episynago] her chicks under her wings, and you 
were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you 
desolate! For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me 
until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’”

Matthew 23:36-39



II. THE MID-POINT SIGN OF THE TRIBULATION: 
THE ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION (V. 14)

Israel Protected Israel Persecuted

3 ½ Years 3 ½ Years

Great Tribulation

Tribulation = Daniel’s 70th Week

Rapture Covenant 
Made

Covenant 
Broken

Second 
Coming

Israel Prepared



“the man of lawlessness, 
the son of destruction, 
who opposes and exalts himself above every 
so-called god or object of worship, 
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself to be God.”

2 Thessalonians 2:4



“And he will make a firm covenant with the 
many for one week, but in the middle of the 
week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering…”

Daniel 9:27



❖The Abomination of Desolation:

The Anti-Christ demanding 
to be worshipped in the Temple 

and starts severely persecuting Israel. 
(vv. 14-23



Antiochus IV Ephiphanes

• 1 of 5 successors to Alexander the Great
• Seleucid territory (Syria)
• Intertestamental time (Maccabean) 
• Invaded Jerusalem 167-168 B.C.
• One-world, one-culture society
• Desecrated the temple by swine





“For ships of Kittim will come against him; therefore 
he will be disheartened and will return and become 
enraged at the holy covenant and take action; so he 
will come back and show regard for those who 
forsake the holy covenant. Forces from him will 
arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away 
with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the 
abomination of desolation.”

Daniel 11:31



❖ Hannukah

Important because the 
idea of a traitor-ruler 

desecrating the 
temple is etched into 

their minds and 
traditions personally

and permanently. 



❖Beware of the Anti-Christ and 
the False Prophet performing great signs. 

(Vv. 21-22; Rev. 13)



❖Prophecy often has near and far fulfillments.
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The Future of Israel in Revelation 12

• Woman = Israel
• 12 Stars = 12 tribes of Jacob
• Child born = Jesus
• Dragon = Satan





❖Anti-Semitism is 
Satanic and supernatural.



Petra/Bozrah



VERSE 20
“Unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life 
would have been saved; but for the sake of the 
elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days.” 
Some translations ready, “no flesh would have been 
saved”

VERSE 13
“The one who endures to the end will be saved.”



“I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold 
and mankind than the gold of Ophir.”

Isaiah 13:12



“It will come about in all the land,” declares the Lord, 
that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the 
third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part 
through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and 
test them as gold is tested. They will call on My 
name, and I will answer them; I will say, “They are My 
people,” and they will say, “The Lord is my God.”

Zechariah 13:8-9



“From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished 
and the abomination of desolation is set up, there 
will be 1,290 days. How blessed is he who keeps 
waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!”

Daniel 12:12



“Come, you who are blessed of My Father and 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the 
foundation of the world.”

Matthew 25:34



“If these days with their awful judgments 
were allowed to continue indefinitely, 

the human race would be totally destroyed.”

Dwight Pentecost, Things To Come



❖God is sovereignly in control
during this time and even in His wrath, 

remembers His mercy.



❖The most precious “sign” of God’s 
mercy we must look too:

The cross of Jesus Christ.






