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CHOSEN VESSELS 

Acts 9:1-31 

 

  

The first thing that probably comes to mind when you think of the word “vessel” is likely a boat 

or ship, but it can refer to any container that carries a product or good. For example, my coffee 

cup is a vessel that carries a precious good called coffee. That’s what it are made for. It wasn’t 

made to be a paper weight or pencil holder, though it works for that. It was made for drinking hot 

liquid like coffee or tea and when it does that, that’s when it glorifies its maker the most. That’s 

sort of where we’re going with today’s passage because the Bible also likens us to vessels. In 2 

Corinthians 4:7 Paul calls believers earthen vessels (clay pots) that carry in them God’s 

treasure. It was common back in his day to carry goods in clay pots.  

 

As His witnesses (Acts 1:8) we were made to carry and store and pour out the gospel. And as 

we make our way through the book of Acts we see Christ choose a man today named Saul, soon 

to be apostle Paul, who will become one of His main vessels to advance the gospel. His conversion 

story gives additional defense to the shift in God’s program from predominantly Jew to Gentile 

and reassures us of his apostolic office. That’s important because he ends up writing 13 New 

Testament books. When you think about it, this is one of the important events in Christian history 

and in world history. His conversion story is repeated 3 times in Acts (chapter 9, 22, 26).  

 

9:1 “Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 

high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 

any belonging to the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them in shackles to 

Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, 

and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” 

And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be 

told to you what you must do.” 7 The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing 

the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could 

see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days 

he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.” 

 

I. SAUL’S INTERVENTION. (VV. 1-9) 

 

At the beginning of chapter 8 Luke recorded how on the day that Stephen was stoned to death, a 

great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem and the church scattered. One of the 

men standing there in approval of Stephen’s death was Saul. Saul was only holding the coats of 

those stoning Stephen, but now we see he has likely become the most ardent persecutor of 

Christians, tracking them down 135 miles away in Damascus (north northeast). And you might 

have noticed that Christianity has a name now. For the first time it is called “The Way” which is 

a fitting title because Jesus is the way to God that leads to a new way of life. That’s what the 

name appears to entail and that’s the good news that vessels carry. 
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Vessels carry the message that Jesus is “the Way” to life and of life.   

 

Christianity is now distinct from Judaism because it is an exclusive message. It’s not meant to be 

blended into all of the other ideas and religions out there. It divides. It separates. It sifts. It’s 

exclusive in that Jesus is the only way to God and there is no way apart of Him. The good news is 

that it is also an inclusive message. It is for all. It is to be offered to all. He died for the world so 

that all who believe will have everlasting life. New life begins the moment you believe, and you 

are called to a new way of life in Christ. You might be a farmer or nurse or accountant, but if you 

belong to the Way, you are a chosen vessel who witnesses in word and deed. 

 

Now the reason Saul is chasing believers down all the way to Damascus is likely because there is 

a large Jewish population there, he wants to prevent from being tainted by Christianity as 

happened in Jerusalem. Saul is as zealous as they come for Judaism. He’s Hebrew of Hebrews, a 

Pharisee, blameless according to the Law (Phil. 3:5-6); and he’s trying to block the gospel message 

from being advanced, but he runs into a little bit of a roadblock! Jesus knocks him off his horse (if 

he was on one)! And Jesus’ glorious and blinding presence causes him to fall right on his face. 

 

The first thing Jesus says to him is remarkably comforting counsel for persecuted souls: “Saul, 

Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul thought he was only persecuting Christians. Turns out 

he’s persecuting Christ – God Himself! He thought he was serving God but he’s actually fighting 

against Him. This is neat because it shows us how Jesus identifies with His people. Because we 

are in Him and He is in us, He has an intimate solidarity with us, considering it a personal offense 

when His people are persecuted. By the way, this is why purity is important to – whatever you do, 

you’re dragging Him into it with you (1 Cor. 6:15). But you could say what people do to us, they 

do to Him. If they persecute me, they persecute Jesus. That also tells us we need to be careful of 

how we treat other believers, even those we disagree with, because we might have a bigger fight 

on our hands than we bargained for! Zechariah said he who touches Israel touches the apple of His 

eye. Persecuting the Jewish people is like poking God’s eye with your finger (Gen. 12:3; Zech. 

2:8). He’s going to take notice! It’s the same with the church. He takes it personally.  

 

Chosen vessels are inseparably united with Christ. 

 

You could say we have Christ in us (Col. 1:27). That’s important because those who carry the 

gospel are often mocked, ridiculed, misaligned, rejected, beaten and even burned at the stake for 

it. But does that mean God doesn’t know? Not at all. And so we say like Daniel and his friends, 

“Oh Nebuchadnezzar, we won’t know that God save us from your fire, but even if He doesn’t, let 

it be known that we will not worship your god.” We won’t back down. We trust God’s providence 

and trust that He will write every wrong in His perfect timing with perfect justice. In this case, 

however, Jesus is going to take the enemy, Saul, and make him into a humble leader and ally. 

That’s somewhat like taking a leader of Isis and turning him into a Christian missionary pastor. 

That’s pretty amazing! God can reverse His enemies. He can take the greatest antagonist in your 

life and make them your greatest supporter – even make them more zealous for Christ than you 

are! That’s what God did with my own dad. When I first came to Christ and started reading my 
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Bible every day and listening to Christian music, he started was my biggest antagonist. But I didn’t 

let the mocking keep me from living out my faith and eventually the light did break through for 

my dad when cancer struck. he got cancer. The critical questions stopped, the heart softened, and 

the gospel sank in. He was baptized and he told me to never stop serving the Lord.  

 

Remember that because the person you tend to think is most unlikely person to get saved is often 

to person God saves. Sometimes God just has to knock us down to make us look up. So keep 

praying for those you love and aim to be a faithful, winsome vessel for Christ so that when the 

time comes, they are open to your Jesus. Even though Saul was outwardly violent, Christ knew he 

had been kicking against the goads (26:14), which means his conscience was pricked by the 

testimony of bold witnesses like Stephen.  

 

Notice too, that people typically come to know Him one at a time, in His timing. Jesus only appears 

comprehensively to Paul. His companions knew there was some sort of divine manifestation 

occurring – they see the light and hear something – but they didn’t see Jesus or understand the 

voice speaking (9:7; 22:9). It’s intelligible to them. This is important because it reassures us that 

this was not just some personal, inner crisis of Paul that we can call into question. It’s more than 

private, but still less than fully public. I think Jesus did it this way to reassure us of one of the 

most important conversion stories in history. As a result, though, Saul is blinded and told to get up 

and enter the city because there it will be told him what he must do. Take note of that: As soon as 

Saul is saved, Christ has a work for him to do. 

 

10 “Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a 

vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Get up and go 

to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, 

for he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands 

on him, so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 

many people about this man, how much harm he did to Your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here 

he has authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on Your name.” 15 But the Lord said 

to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument [vessel] of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles 

and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him how much he must suffer in behalf of My 

name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has 

sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 

immediately something like fish scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight, and he got up 

and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened.” 

 

II. SAUL’S COMMISSION. (VV. 10-25) 

 

The Lord comes to an everyday disciple named Ananias and basically says, “Saul’s coming to a 

place near you and you’re going to meet him there.” And Ananias is like, “Woah, woah, woah… 

Saul? Lord, let me tell you a little bit about this guy.” But Jesus assures him that Saul is a perfect 

vessel for Him. He’s going to bear Christ’s name before all men and will suffer greatly in doing 
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so. He’s going to be a minister and a witness (Acts 26). So Ananias meets up with Saul, lays his 

hands on him to be filled with the Holy Spirit and to regain his sight. The choice of Ananias for 

this task reminds us that 1) Saul is an apostle who is not going to be dependent on the 12 apostles 

for his ministry. He receives his calling and gospel directly from Christ (Gal. 1:11-12) and 2) as 

we’ve been seeing, even non-apostles like Ananias have important work to do in Jesus’ 

mission. All believers are intercessors and mediating priests in the world who should seek to 

reconcile sinners to God through gospel proclamation (2 Cor. 5:20; 1 Pet. 2:9). 

 

All believers are unique vessels for Christ. 

 

Saul went to Damascus on an earthly mission from the high priest but is called to a new mission 

given to us from the ultimate High Priest of heaven. We all have a new mission in Christ. Maybe 

it’s surprising that God would choose you. Don’t be. Everybody He chooses to use throughout the 

Bible is surprising – everyday farmers, fishermen, doctors, and antagonists like Saul. Saul was a 

man whom Christ had prepared his whole life for ministry. Stanley Toussaint identified 6 

qualities of Paul from his past which prepared Saul for his ministry. 

1. He knew the Jewish culture and language well. (Acts 21:40; Phil. 3:5) 

2. Because he was reared in Tarsus he was well acquainted with the Greek culture and its 

philosophies. (Acts 17:22–31; Titus 1:12) 

3. He possessed all the privileges of a Roman citizen. (Acts 16:37; 22:23–29; 25:10–12) 

4. He was trained and skilled in Jewish theology. (Gal. 1:14) 

5. Because he was capable in a secular trade he was able to support himself. (Acts 18:3; 1 

Cor. 9:4–18; 2 Cor. 11:7–11; 1 Thes. 2:9; 2 Thes. 3:8) 

6. He had zeal, leadership qualities, and theological insight. 

 

Saul was the perfect man for the job because God has prepared him his whole life for this (Gal. 

1:15). And this is good medicine for us: God uses everything we go through in life – the good, 

the bad, and the ugly – as part of His mission. He uses the mess for ministry. What we go 

through becomes an avenue for ministry to others (2 Cor. 1:3-11). But you can’t sit there and just 

harp on the past and soak in its bitterness and self-pity. You have to trust Him with it and learn 

to harness it for Christ. Let him open your eyes to the ways He can use it in His mission. He is 

potter and we are the clay. It’s not fun to smashed around a bit and built back up but that’s often 

what a potter does. But as one man said, “When God wants to do an impossible task, he takes an 

impossible man and crushes him.” He always forming us and that’s sometimes painful – 

sometimes we end up with chips and cracks but those are just good places for the gospel to 

seep through. 

Christ chooses to use weak and frail vessels. 

 

Clay pots are weak and fragile but they are that way by His design – so that His power is 

perfected in our weaknesses. 2 Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, so that [there’s your purpose statement] the surpassing greatness of the power will be of 

God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about 

in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” Christ 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2021.40
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil.%203.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2017.22%E2%80%9331
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%201.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2016.37
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2022.23%E2%80%9329
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2025.10%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal.%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2018.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%209.4%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%209.4%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor.%2011.7%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess.%202.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Thess.%203.8
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Himself was the ultimate vessel who through weakness of human flesh poured out His life to 

redeem us from sin. 

 

19 “Now for several days he was with the disciples who were in Damascus, 20 and immediately 

he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 All those 

hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, “Is this not the one who in 

Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and had come here for the purpose of bringing 

them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding 

Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ. 23 When many days had 

elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 24 but their plot became known to 

Saul. They were also closely watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to 

death; 25 but his disciples took him at night and let him down through an opening in the wall, 

lowering him in a large basket. 

 

So Saul has a come to Jesus moment and becomes a basket case, literally! Some people think 

Christians are basket cases, especially those who are vocal witnesses like Saul. He initially starts 

preaching right there in Damascus, which is incredibly ironic. The place he was going to persecute 

Christians became the place where he starts preaching Christ and he grows in his ability to do 

so. It’s not long, however, before he is on the run and he ends up in Jerusalem. That’s the pattern 

we see repeated again in verses 26-30: skepticism, preaching, fleeing. 

 

26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried repeatedly to associate with the disciples; and yet they 

were all afraid of him, as they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took hold of 

him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, 

and that He had talked to him, and how he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus at 

Damascus. 28 And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the 

name of the Lord. 29 And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were 

attempting to put him to death. 30 Now when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down 

to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus.” 

 

III.   SAUL’S RECEPTION. (VV. 26-31) 

 

He is not immediately welcomed at Jerusalem. People are still afraid of him but Barnabas, the 

man whose name means “son of encouragement” lives up to his name. It says he takes hold of 

Saul and brings him before the brethren. He sort of takes him under his wing. And you know, we 

need more Barnabas’s! People who will take others, especially new believers, under their wing 

and show them ropes, introduce them to people, encourage them and disciple them, helping them 

understand they are a unique vessel for Christ now.  

 

Useful vessels seek to fill other vessels. 

 

Saul is eventually welcomed and protected by the church as the Hellenists who put Stephen to 

death, attempt to put him to death now. They send him north up the coast. That tells us the church 
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didn’t seek martyrdom but sought to live another day for Christ. Now look at verse 31, my favorite 

verse in today’s passage: 31 So the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed peace, 

as it was being built up; and as it continued in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 

Holy Spirit, it kept increasing.” [emphasis added] 

 

This is now the 2nd of 6 summary verses in Acts that wraps up an era (6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 

19:20; 28:30-31). I love these summary statements because they tell us that in the midst of the 

mess, when it seems like things are falling apart, God is working! This era was characterized 

by increasing persecution but Luke concludes it by saying the church enjoyed peace and comfort 

from the Holy Spirit and continued to grow and be built up. You know why? The answer is 

right there: Because they feared the Lord more than they feared man or anything else. As 

Erwin Lutzer put it this weekend at the conference, they feared God more than they feared the fire.  

 

The job of a vessel is to witness to the gospel and that witness is strongest when it refuses to back 

down when faced with opposition. The church today, living in an increasingly hostile culture, 

needs to see suffering as badge of honor. It is an honor to suffer for Christ. We also must trust that 

God will use it more ways than we know. We are to be salt and light in the world (Phil. 2:15). In 

it, but not like it. Henry Blackaby said, “God is raising up a standard against this generation and 

you and I [His people] are the standard.” So we don’t back down but we don’t hate the haters. 

We draw lines in the sand and stand firmly for what we know is right, while lovingly pouring out 

the gospel, even if it means giving our reputations and careers and lives for it. We will not be the 

standard if we let this crumbling culture pressure us and mock us into conformity with its standards 

(which are virtually non-existent). The truth is that we live in a culture that not only wants you to 

not only tolerate things like homosexuality and gender neutrality and fake versions of social justice 

– they want you to clap for it like they do, and they will not be satisfied unless you are clapping. 

Don’t clap. Don’t fear. Draw a line. Trust God. Be a witnessing vessel of truth and hope. To do 

that you’ve got to trust God. To fear Him more.  

 

Chosen vessels trust the Potter who formed them. 

 

To be a witness you’ve got to trust God. To fear Him more. So today for communion we’re going 

to do something a little different. We’re going to gather the elements and we’re going to pray a 

prayer together (adapted from Erwin Lutzer’s conclusion to the Berean Fellowship conference) 

where we renounce insidious fears that have crept into our lives the past couple of years and then 

we’ll partake together. This is a prayer that Lutzer ended the Berean conference with yesterday 

and is something that I felt is necessary and perfect considering our emphasis this year on trusting 

more and fearing less. 
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A PRAYER RENOUNCING FEAR  

 

 

Father, help me to agree with You that I am not subject to fear, but am a child of Your love.  

 

I reject the fear of the future, for I believe that the future is in Your hands.  

 

I reject the fear of evildoers, for Your Word says, “Though an enemy encamp against me, my heart shall 

not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident… For He will hide me in His shelter in the day 

of trouble; He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will left me high upon a rock.”  

 

I renounce the fear of rejection, for David wrote in Your holy Word, “For my father and mother have 

forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in.”  

 

I renounce the fear of witnessing about Christ, because as Your Word warns, “The fear of man brings a 

snare.” Therefore, I choose to fear You more than I do any human being. I affirm, “The Lord is on my side; 

I will not fear. What can man do to me? I renounce the fear of losing my property and possessions, for 

Your Word says, “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content… I know the secret of facing 

plenty and hunger, abundance and need; I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

I renounce the fear of Satan, for Your Word says he has already been conquered “by the blood of the 

Lamb and the word of our testimony.”  

 

I renounce the fear of saying “goodbye” to a terminally ill loved one, for Jesus promised, “Let not your 

heart be troubled… in My Father’s house are many rooms; I go and prepare a place for you and if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also.”  

 

I renounce the fear of death, for I affirm with the Apostle Paul, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

Thank you for the promise, “death is swallowed up in victory.”  

 

I renounce the fear of martyrdom, for Your Word declares, “Do not fear those who are able to kill the 

body, but fear Him who rather is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

 

I renounce the fear of loneliness, for we are promised, “Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 

Jesus Christ.” And also, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” And again, “Peace I leave with you; My 

peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid.  

 

I renounce the fear of intimidation, for Jesus said, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me 

before it hated you. In the world you will have tribulation, but take heart; I have overcome the world.”  

 

I renounce the fear of false accusations. I accept this promise, “Blessed are you when others revile you 

and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
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I renounce the fear of being mistreated unjustly, for of Jesus we read that, “When He was reviled, He did 

not revile in return, when He suffered, He did not threaten but continued entrusting Himself to Him who 

judges justly.”  

 

I renounce the fear of ideologies like radical Islam and cultural Marxism which desires to intimidate us.  

 

I renounce the fear of curses, either known or unknown, spoken against me or my family. 

 

I renounce the fear of manipulation and control.  

 

I renounce the fear of being involved in public or political activity.  

 

I renounce the fear of political correctness.  

 

I declare that “The truth shall set me free.” I choose to live as a free person in Christ Jesus. I shall speak 

and not be silent.  

 

I declare that Jesus Christ is Lord of all. I submit to Jesus as Lord in my life. Jesus Christ is Lord of my 

home. Jesus Christ is Lord of my relationships. Jesus Christ is Lord of my city. Jesus Christ is Lord of my 

nation. Jesus Christ is Lord above all false gods and religions. Jesus Christ is Lord over all the nations of the 

earth. I commit myself to be a living witness to Jesus Christ as Lord. I am not ashamed of His cross. “God 

forbid I should glory except in the cross of Christ.” I ask now that You fill me with Your Holy Spirit, and 

pour upon me all the blessings of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Grant me the grace to understand the 

truth of Your Word clearly, and to apply it in every area of my life. Give me words of hope and life, as You 

promised. Open and bless my lips so that I can speak to others with authority and power in Jesus’ name. 

Give my the boldness to be a faithful witness for Christ. Give me a love for all people, and a passion to 

share the love of Christ with them. Grant that I shall carry Your cross as a badge of honor, trusting Your 

providence no matter what.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


