
11/14/2021 

MISSION UNSTOPPABLE  

Acts 5:12-42 

 

 

Not to bring up a sore subject, but 2020 has been dubbed “the year that the world stood still.” A 

lot of things came to a halt or paused that year. But one thing never did and that’s the work of 

advancing the gospel. With God, that’s something that is unstoppable. That’s the underlying 

current of our text today in Acts 5.  

 

Let’s remind ourselves of the context, especially for those just joining us, Jesus told His 12 

disciples in Acts 1:8 that their mission was to be witnesses for Him from Jerusalem to the whole 

world. So far, we’re still in Jerusalem and the Church has been birthed by the Holy Spirit that came 

in dramatic fashion, just as promised, and the number of disciples is growing rapidly. But as church 

growth always does, it creates problems both from within and from without. Last week, we saw 

hypocrisy problems from within. This week, the problems are from without as persecution flares 

up. Judaism is forcing the Church out and it is becoming its own entity. 

 

Verse 12: “At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the 

people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. But none of the rest dared to 

associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. And all the more believers in 

the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, to such an extent 

that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when 

Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. Also, the people from the cities 

in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together bringing people who were sick or afflicted with 

unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.” 

 

I. GOD CONTINUES WORKING THROUGH THE APOSTLES. (VV. 12-16) 

 

Last week’s episode with Ananias and Sapphira, definitely produced some fear and respect for the 

church but stayed away because of that. They saw that following Christ is not something to do 

half-heartedly. Some also saw that the Church has God’s fingerprints all over it and they wanted 

to be part of it. So despite of last week’s hypocrisy episode, and the threats from the Sanhedrin, 

God continues to work and the church continues to grow. I found that surprisingly relevant and 

encouraging. Even though church is messy, with internal and external problems, persecutions and 

hypocrites giving the church a bad rap, it doesn’t stop it. Jesus said, “I will build My church.”  

 

Nothing can stop God from building His Church.  

 

It is an encouraging reminder of how gracious God is. Serious moral failure occurs at times among 

leadership and members (we’re in a spiritual battle) and even though the church was shook a bit 

by it, it bounced back by God’s grace. Even though God’s people are threatened in many countries, 

those are the countries where sometimes the churches are growing the fastest.  
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Notice at the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders are taking place at an extraordinary 

level and I want to remind you of the emphasis on the apostles in this because God is affirming 

their leadership and their teaching, and His presence with the new movement. The apostles lay the 

foundation for the Church. The apostle Paul said “Jews seek for a sign” and God is giving them 

sign after sign after sign. God’s program is in transition in Acts and He must affirm it for them.  

 

The text even says they were laying people in the streets, hoping Peter’s shadow would touch them 

and they would be healed. It doesn’t say they actually were, but the gospels do record a woman 

being healed by simply touching the garment of Jesus and power went out from Him, so I find it 

highly likely that it was happening. In that case, it affirms for us that Acts is the continuing “Acts” 

of Jesus through the apostles by the Holy Spirit. 

 

II. THE BRIEF ARREST OF THE APOSTLES. (VV. 17-21)  

 

“But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and 

they were filled with jealousy. They laid hands on the apostles and put them in public jail. But 

during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, 

“Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.” Upon hearing 

this, they entered the temple about daybreak and began to teach.” 

 

Well that was a quick jail-break! The religious leaders, especially the high priest and Sadducees 

are enraged. The Sanhedrin, basically Israel’s political-religious supreme court Council, was 

divided into different groups. The two main groups were the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The 

more aristocratic Sadducees were particularly threatened by the influence of the apostles, seeing 

their power taken away but they’re also highly offended by the supernatural events occurring. 

Unlike the Pharisees, they denied things like the supernatural, the hope of resurrection, and angels. 

So it’s funny that Luke says an angel foiled their plans! How ironic! Look at what God busted 

them out for: to go, to take a stand, and speak to people about Jesus. That’s what witnesses do. 

 

Witnesses never stop seeking to share the message of Life. 

 

They tell people about where they can find life – Life, being Jesus. They point people to Jesus who 

is Life. Spiritual life and eternal life only comes through faith in Him. The angel says don’t stop 

sharing that good news with people. 

 

Verse 21: “Now when the high priest and his associates came, they called the Council together, 

even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison house for them to be brought. 

But the officers who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned and reported back, 

saying, “We found the prison house locked quite securely and the guards standing at the doors; 

but when we had opened up, we found no one inside.” Now when the captain of the temple guard 

and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them as to what would 

come of this. But someone came and reported to them, “The men whom you put in prison are 

standing in the temple and teaching the people!” Then the captain went along with the officers 
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and proceeded to bring them back without violence (for they were afraid of the people, that they 

might be stoned).” 

 

III. THE REARREST OF THE APOSTLES. (VV. 21-26) 

 

When the religious leaders send for the apostles, no one can find them. The prison is locked up 

and everything. Guards still in place but no one saw it happen. It was a divine jailbreak, and they 

were left scratching their heads! But it’s not long before they hear a report that the apostles are 

teaching the people again publicly, blatantly against the law (Acts 4:18). So they go and get them 

again but because the religious leaders fear the people, they treat the apostles respectfully.  

 

You might be asking at this point though, “What was the point of God releasing them only for 

them to be rearrested again?” God didn’t get them out to keep them from being arrested again. 

Well, I like what one man said about it: the text is not saying that every time you end up in jail, 

God’s going to bail you out! Even if you’re jailed for Jesus!  Most of us have heard stories about 

missionaries in places like the jungles of Columbia or India or China who end up in jail for their 

faith and even though the most faithful of God’s people prayed and fasted around the world, they 

never made it out alive.  

 

Nothing can stop God from advancing the gospel. 

 

The point is that nothing can stop God. The leaders are trying within their power to stop or 

dissuade the Church, but God’s power over them and the circumstances is being demonstrated. 

They’re powerless when God wants to act. Powerless to stop the spread of the gospel when it 

comes down to it. It reminds us of God’s attribute of omnipotence. 

God is Omnipotent = All-Powerful 

Omni = all. Potent = power. When a smell is potent – it is a strong smell, right? Like your gym 

bag? Or the smell of that big, rutting buck I shot yesterday. God is the Almighty with whom all 

things are possible. He does whatever He wants within His will and His nature. Nothing is too 

hard for Him. He is never backed into a corner that He can’t get out of (think: Israel at the Red 

Sea). He’s never desperate. You never have to wonder when you’re in an undesirable circumstance 

if God has the power to get you out of it. He does have the power. So what do we do? We pray 

according to His will and are content with whatever form His will takes. One way or another, God 

will use it.   

 

God is still fully capable of doing miracles today, but He often doesn’t. There are many times 

where very godly people do not get their miracle they long for though many godly people are 

praying. Sometimes God chooses to be glorified through a miracle and sometimes through the way 

His people continue to trust and hope in Him and accept His will despite the undesirable 

circumstances. I find He tends to use it even more then. 

 

This passage also shows us that when God calls us to serve, it’s a privilege. It’s an opportunity 

to be a part of what He is doing and invest our lives in what really matters for eternity. I like 
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what Mordecai said to Esther when the Jews were under the threat of being wiped out. Esther was 

queen and she had an opportunity to at least speak the king and try to prevent a Jewish genocide. 

Mordecai said in Esther 4:13-14, “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone 

of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews 

will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but 

that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” You see, even if Esther doesn’t 

speak up, Mordecai’s convinced God will still preserve the Jewish nation through someone who 

will. God will intervene, but maybe Esther, God wants to use you in His plan this time for 

something big. Maybe this is what He has been preparing you for this whole time. 

 

Verse 27: “When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest 

questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and 

yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers 

raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. He is the one whom God 

exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 

of sins. And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 

those who obey Him.” 

 

IV. THE APOSTLES BEFORE THE COUNCIL. (VV. 27-42) 

 

Alright so the apostles are brought before the Council just like Peter and John were in the last 

chapter. Now, it’s all of them as the Council seeks to increase their threat and dissuasion to the 

Church. The high priest reminds them of what they’re charged with: disobeying the strict orders 

not to teach in Jesus name, yet they have filled Jerusalem with their teaching. This is where 

they started giving each other some fist bumps because they were doing exactly what Jesus 

commanded them to do! They were obeying God rather than men.  

 

And that’s a key to being boldly living for Jesus. We remember that no matter what a human court 

considers legal or illegal, we must ultimately answer to God for our lives. He is the ultimate Judge 

every knee will bow before, and His heavenly court will judge all earthly courts someday. That 

means civil disobedience is sometimes necessary. 

 

Notice the apostles don’t beg for their life and ask for mercy and say, “We’ll stop now! Just don’t 

hurt us!” It’s quite the opposite: they reinforce the truth that Jesus is the Messiah they crucified 

and that in so doing, fulfilled God’s foreordained plan. It’s more proof nothing stops God.  

 

But just think, not many days ago, these men were crying out, “Crucify Him!... His blood be on us 

and our children!” (Matt. 27:25). Now, they don’t like His blood on their guilty conscience. Peter 

gives them hope though: their conscience can be freed and their sins can be forgiven if they will 

just let their convicted conscience lead them to repentance. To change their mind about their sin 

and to trust Jesus is the Messiah who died for their sins. Even the men responsible for crucifying 

Him can be forgiven and new life in Christ. What incredible grace! 
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The same holds true today if you will trust Christ. You will find a free conscience and new spiritual 

life. And the Prince will welcome you into His kingdom. I wish all responded to that good news, 

but the reality is, many don’t. 

 

Verse 33: “But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.  

 

Even though the message is clear, the evidence is there, the Spirit is working, many refuse to 

believe. They respond to their conviction of sin with anger, saying, “How dare you say we need 

to repent to receive forgiveness!” 

 

Quite honestly, it’s how many respond to the message today. We don’t want to hear that we are 

sinners who need to repent. We don’t want to hear there is such a thing as right and wrong or a 

heaven and a hell. We don’t want a God we’re accountable too. We want to live our best life now, 

the way we want too, and don’t want anyone telling us otherwise. There’s only one problem that 

we must admit: doing things our way is not working. It’s leaving people in all sorts of ruin. If you 

want life now and you want eternal life, you must trust Christ and start doing life His way. Then 

you will find real life. Then, you will really live.  

 

Verse 34: But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood 

up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. And he said to them, 

“Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men. For some time ago Theudas rose 

up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about four hundred men joined up with him. But he 

was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After this man, Judas 

of Galilee rose up in the days of the census and drew away some people after him; he too perished, 

and all those who followed him were scattered. So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from 

these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is 

of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against 

God. 

 

They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to 

speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them. So they went on their way from the presence 

of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. And 

every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus 

as the Christ.” 

 

So Gamaliel, a respected and very influential teacher in his day, is a voice of cool wisdom among 

these hotheads and he gives us hope that minds can change about Jesus. He seems like He’s in that 

process. But he reminds them of two examples from recent history where movements flared up 

and then went away. So his advice, rather than starting a bloodbath, is that they just leave the 

Church alone because if God is with it, you won’t be able to stop it and you might even find 

yourself fighting against God. Something tells me he’s starting to believe the Church has God’s 

fingerprints all over it.  
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Thankfully, they take his advice and only end up flogging them. This means they were “only” 

beaten and whipped with 39 lashes with a leather whip. It was awful. It left scars. It’s a whipping 

that the current Pharisee and soon-to-be apostle Paul will receive 5 times (2 Cor. 11:24). Yet 

notice that neither Paul nor these disciples leave afterward angry and bitter and questioning God. 

They leave rejoicing. Paul, after a life of hardship, sitting in a Roman prison waiting for his head 

to be lopped off, can speak of being without anxiety, full of rejoicing, and content in Christ.  

 

That’s what Jesus can do for a life. When your god is comfort, you will be miserable in this 

world. But when God is your Comfort, you will find deep, unending joy and hope and peace and 

contentment because you know that no matter what happens, God is in control and will fulfill His 

promises to you. Paul looked at his jail time as a divine opportunity to share the gospel with guards 

and write letters to the churches.  

 

God is the God of oxymorons: when suffering can bring rejoicing; when death can bring life; 

when apparent defeats, become victories. 

 

Nothing stops God’s plan from emerging victorious. 

 

At the end of the day, Jesus wins. We’re always on the right side of history and our future with 

Him is magnificent. Paul said, “If God is for us, who can be against us?... Who will bring a charge 

against God’s elect?... Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?... No. But in all these things we 

overwhelmingly conquer. He works all things for the good of those who love Him.” (see Romans 

8:28-39). The apostles can rejoice because they have that eternal perspective and they know they’re 

part of something that will matter forever, that no one can take from them. 

 

I can’t imagine getting to the end of my life and looking back and seeing that I lived for the wrong 

things my entire life. But then think of getting to the end of life, and looking back, saying, “I’ve 

spent my life living for that which will matter 10,000 years from now.” Some folks live as if this 

is the only life they get. But as soon as you cross over onto heaven’s shores, you’ll realize you’ve 

barely even opened the cover of an endless book God is writing. In His book, the gospel advances. 

The question we need to answer is, “Am I going to be a part of it?” Am I going to say, “Lord, use 

me in Your story.”  


