
10/3/2021 

1 
 

ADVANCING HOPE 

Acts 2:14-42 

 

 

Well, I know you guys aren’t going to believe this but the other day I was watched a Husker 

football game and I didn’t even get upset the entire time. And no, I’m not talking about yesterday’s 

game. I heard yesterday’s game was great! I’m talking about the other game with the dropped punt 

return and missed field goals (plural) and all the laundry on the field. I watched that game and 

didn’t get mad or angry or anxious or anything like that because I had confident assurance of hope 

that the Huskers would pull through. You know why? Because I was watching it on my father-in-

law’s DVR. I knew they would win ahead of time. I had confident hope.  

 

It’s funny how much our emotions reveal what our hope is in. If you don’t have hope for the future 

or your hope is in the wrong places, there’s going to be a lot of anger, hate, fear, and anxiety in 

our lives because we live in a world that’s not ideal. It has pain and toil and addictions and failures 

and losses and death. We live in a world that needs hope. Hope that lasts beyond what we face in 

life. It’s a vital necessity of life. And if our hope is anywhere other than Jesus, it shows. What’s 

your reason for hope this morning?  

 

Imagine the hopelessness of being a Jewish person in the context of Acts 2 that we’re in. You’ve 

been waiting and praying your whole life for the Messiah to come that your Scriptures predicted. 

A God-Man who would come and deliver you from sin and establish His kingdom. But then you 

come to realization He came in your lifetime and you not only rejected Him, but you were part of 

the crowd crying, “Crucify Him!” You had your promised Savior executed. Now what? Well, the 

apostle Peter is going to stand up and answer that question with a gospel message and his answer 

brings hope to everyone because when you advance the gospel, you advance hope. We’ll look at 

7 reasons for hope in Christ today from Acts 2:14-41 as Peter preaches the first gospel sermon. 

 

I. PETER’S INTRODUCTION. (VV. 14-21) 

 

“But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea 

and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. “For these 

men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day [9:00am]; but this is 

what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:”  

 

‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, 

‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; 

And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

And your young men shall see visions, 

And your old men shall dream dreams; 

Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, 

I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit 

And they shall prophesy. 
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And I will grant wonders in the sky above 

And signs on the earth below, 

Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. 

The sun will be turned into darkness 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come. 

And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” 

 

Alright, so let’s recall the context a bit. Last week was off the charts in levels of crazy. It’s stuff 

you just don’t record if you’re trying to convince people of something unless it actually happened. 

What was so crazy about it? The Holy Spirit descended and baptized individuals. How do we 

know? There was a noise like violent wind, tongues as of fire that rested on the disciples of Jesus, 

and they started to speak in languages they never learned, to dispersed Jews who had come to 

Jerusalem from all over the world to the Feast of Pentecost (also called Feast of Weeks/Harvest). 

 

It signified that they were entering a new era and the new beginning of the Church age where the 

Holy Spirit would operate differently than He had in the past. Jesus said He would build His 

Church and that Peter had the keys for that (the “rock” is that Jesus is the Christ) and we see him 

start to use that key today to open the door first for the Jews, later in Acts to the Gentiles. In fact, 

the first 7 chapters are very Jewish and the focus is on Israel He wants them to know first. 

 

But the response to this incredible event was one of both amazement and wonder, or mocking 

and jeering. Some said, “Well, these people are drunk!” Peter says, “Not so fast, it’s only 9 in 

the morning!” And so he starts to give an explanation of what is going on from Scripture. This 

will be a common theme in the book of Acts: sermons given to explain the person and works 

of Jesus Christ. His style pf preaching is what some call kerugma (proclamation) – he’s just 

declaring the simple and clear facts about the work of Christ. It’s the basic gospel truths: death, 

burial, resurrection, ascension (just like 1 Corinthians 15:1-8). 

 

Now remember how bold this is. He’s preaching Jesus to people who just crucified Him. It hasn’t 

even been a couple months. And this may be one of the greatest evidences of the Spirit on this 

day: the fear-filled, anxiety stricken, stumbling disciples become courageous witnesses for what 

they’ve seen and heard, even giving their lives for it. And how is that possible? Well, it’s simple: 

The risen Christ and the outpouring of the Spirit changed everything. Think of who is preaching 

this sermon! Peter! The once self-confident, Jesus-denying Peter. He’s now depending on the Spirit 

and is a lean, mean, preaching machine! He has experienced Christ’s forgiveness and has been 

restored and empowered by God’s grace. He has hope beyond failure.  

 

1st Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus offers us new beginnings. 

 

Maybe you find yourself in a situation a lot like Peter with spiritual failure. Peter’s story gives us 

hope that failure is not final. When you think about it, failure is part of life. It’s something we’re 
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all acquainted with. James says “We all stumble in many ways.” It’s normal. So why do we feel 

the need to put ourselves on the bench when we fail? As if our world has ended and God could 

never use us again? Jesus told Peter in John 21 to get back in the game. His grace is sufficient.   

 

The first text Peter takes the crowd too though is Joel 2:28-32. which would capture the attention 

of any Jew. He chooses it because it is one of the clearest prophetic references about God 

pouring forth His Spirit on people because that’s what’s happening. I personally don’t 

understand Joel’s prophecy to be completely fulfilled until the great tribulation period, but as is 

common for NT quotations of the OT, it’s being used for application because there are points of 

similarity like: the last days, the Spirit poured out, wonders taking place. But there are also things 

happening in Acts 2 that aren’t in Joel. There are four ways the NT quotes the OT that you can 

should about that in an article I attached at the end. Peter’s going to use Joel’s prophecy to explain 

how what is going on relates to Christ and how it proves He is Lord and Messiah (v. 36). 

 

II. PETER’S EXPLANATION. (VV. 22-37) 

 

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with 

miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you 

yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up 

again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its 

power.” 

 

Peter starts with a call to the men of Israel and says, “Jesus the Nazarene” – this was a derogatory 

statement because Nazareth was known for being godless (Jn. 1:45-46) – yet this Nazarene is who 

God affirmed as the Messiah by performing miraculous works through Him. Remember Jesus 

depended on the Father for everything He did. Notice the emphasis on “you” in this passage. 

“You know”. “You put to death.” “You saw.” Peter could look at each of these people in this 

crowd and say, “For the past 3 years you have seen miracles and signs and wonders through Jesus 

that could only be from God. You know He wasn’t an ordinary man. There’s never been anyone 

like this.” And they were probably turning to one another, saying things like, “Do you remember 

when Jesus fed 5,000? Do you remember Him healing? Raising the dead?i  

 

2nd Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus’ worked miracles of restoration. 

 

He did all sorts of things like walking no water or turning water to wine, but a lot of His miracles 

were miracles of restoration from the results of sin. Sin is why the world is the way it is. It’s cursed. 

His miracles prove He is able to restore creation to its original ideal – before death and disease 

and sickness and blindness – when creation and humanity flourished. He can make all things new! 

He can bring the new creation (2 Cor. 5:17)! For the Jew, this said He is able to usher in the 

kingdom that they and we all long for and is prophesied about in the OT. It’s the kingdom that 

every believer will get to enjoy (Rev. 21:4). It’s a place without crying or pain or mourning or 
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physical abnormalities. We have the hope of living forever with Christ in paradise restored 

(Rev. 20-22). That kind of hope will change your life. You know what the future holds.  

 

Peter also talks a lot about Jesus’ death in this passage. Many people have a severely limited view 

of His death. They approach it with a “poor Jesus” mentality as if it was all a plan gone wrong. I 

saw a social post last week that said, “If Jesus had a gun, he’d still be alive today.” That’s a severe 

misunderstanding of what happened at the cross. Jesus was not avoiding death. The Bible says He 

was predetermined, or appointed, for it. It has been the eternal plan of God and revealed will of 

God since Genesis 3:15. Actually, Revelation says He is the Lamb that was to be slain from before 

the foundation of the world. It’s typified and anticipated throughout the OT.  He said, “No one 

takes My life from Me but I lay it down of My own accord” (John 10:18).  

 

However, it doesn’t remove human responsibility. Look at how he marries God’s sovereignty and 

man’s responsibility in one sentence. The Bible teaches both. They’re both true – like two railroad 

tracks that when you stand in the middle lead to the same place. 

 

3rd Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus’ conquered death by the sovereign plan of God. 

 

We find here the hope that God is in control, even when things look out of control. He really is a 

Romans 8:28 God. He used man’s greatest wickedness to demonstrate His greatest grace. But He 

actually says it was impossible for Jesus, the author of Life and Life itself, to be held by death. 

That leads us to the resurrection in verse 25, quoting Psalm 16. 

 

“For David says of Him, 

‘I saw the Lord always in my presence; 

For He is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; 

Moreover my flesh also will live in hope; 

Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

Nor allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

You will make me full of gladness with Your presence.’” 

 

This is a psalm that many of the Jewish teachers struggled with because David said he would not 

be abandoned to Hades, the place of the grave. He wouldn’t decay, but live. The trouble is that 

David’s tomb is just down the road from them and David’s in it. So in verse 29, he explains how 

this was speaking prophetically of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

 

“Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. And so, because he was a prophet and knew that God 

had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, he looked ahead and 
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spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His 

flesh suffer decay. This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.” 

 

4th Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus rose from the grave. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection was still fresh to them at Passover. Many had witnessed it, even a crowd of 500 

at once. The resurrection proves that death has been conquered and that sin had been paid for 

because death is the result of sin. Because He was raised, we have the hope of physical resurrection 

as well. (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15). Then in verse 32, Peter touches on the ascension because 

it’s related to his original point.  

 

“Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. For it was not 

David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says [in Psalm 110]: 

 

‘The Lord [Yahweh] said to my Lord [Adonai], 

“Sit at My right hand, 

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’ 

 

Yahweh God talking to Adonai God. There’s two different forms of the word Lord in that. It’s a 

Trinitarian passage. The Father talking to the Son, who both are David’s Lord. Jesus used this 

same passage to stump the chief priests about their view of Messiah (Mark 12:35-37).  

 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain [don’t you like that? Hope is confident 

assurance] that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 

All Peter’s really saying there is that it wasn’t David who ascended, it was Jesus. David’s in the 

tomb down the street. Jesus ascended to the right hand of power and honor and authority. 

Therefore, He is able to send the Holy Spirit that they are witnessing at work in these disciples. 

See how he returned to His original point? His ability to pour forth the Spirt proves He is Lord and 

Messiah. God and Savior. The ascension is our 4th reason for hope in Jesus because without it, we 

wouldn’t receive the Holy Spirit (See John 16) or Christ’s heavenly ministry. 

 

5th Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus ascended back into heaven.  

 

Because Jesus ascended we have an Advocate in heaven who intercedes for us, even when Satan 

goes to accuse us. Every time he does, Jesus says something along the lines of, “Paid for.” He is 

the High Priest mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). We pray to the Father in Jesus’ name 

because it’s in His righteousness we come and not our own. Hebrews 10:11 says, “Every priests 

stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take 

away sins; but He having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of 
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God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.” No more 

sacrifices needed for sin. It’s finished. He’s now waiting to return at the proper time.  

 

Also, because Jesus ascended we have new spiritual life by the Spirit. He sent the Spirit and with 

the Spirit, we are given power (grace to serve – 2 Tim. 2:1) and gifts and guidance. 

 

6th Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus sends the Holy Spirit who brings us new spiritual life.  

 

Peter begins 1 Peter with how by “His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope.” We can taste the future hope at work in us. We know the new creation is coming because 

we’re new creations on the inside. In 2 Peter, Peter begins with, “His divine power has granted to 

us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us 

by His own glory and excellence.” He says, we’ve “become partakers of the divine nature”. Isn’t 

that great? 

 

If all this is true about Jesus: His life, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and ability to send the 

Holy Spirit, what do you think we should do? That’s what the audience asks in verse 37,  

 

“Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 

 

You can tell the Holy Spirit is working on them because they’re pierced to the heart. That means 

they’re convicted that this is undeniable stuff. God’s Word foretold it all. They know they 

rejected the Messiah. Don’t you think they all would have felt utterly hopeless? How could God 

ever forgive them for this? More personally, how could He ever forgive us? Our sin helped get 

Him there too. Well, that’s the whole point of the gospel – you can be forgiven. There is hope. 

 

III. PETER’S APPLICATION. (VV. 38-42) 

 

“Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to 

Himself.  And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting [pleading with] 

them, saying, “Be saved [be rescued] from this perverse generation!”  

 

Peter says if you want to be forgiven, you need to repent. It’s a strong word that means to change 

your heart and mind towards God. It’s not just being, “sorry” for your sins. It’s not just, “being a 

better you and trying to stop sinning so you can be good enough.” To repent means, “I’ve changed 

my mind about my sin and my need for a Savior. I’m going to stop rejecting Christ and accept 

Christ.” Whereas once they rejected Him, He’s telling them they need to accept Him as God and 

as Savior because Jesus is the bridge between sinful man and holy God.  
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7th Reason for Hope in Jesus 

Jesus saves those who trust Him as their personal Savior. 

 

It’s that simple. John 3:16, the classic Christian anthem says, “For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son, so that whosever believes [trusts/depends on/has faith in] in Him 

will not perish but have everlasting life.” Like Paul will tell the Philippian jailer, just, “Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” In Galatians and Romans and Ephesians, over and 

over, clear NT teachings will declare justification is by grace (free), through faith 

(trusting/depending) in Christ (sin bearer).  

 

I want to make that clear because people get stuck in this “Repent and be baptized” verse. Peter is 

not suggesting that baptism is a means of salvation. That would be contrary to everything we’re 

taught in the NT. When you encounter a verse like that, it’s time to back up and ask yourself, 

“What does clear NT doctrinal writings teach?” That’s what we build doctrine on. And the NT 

teaches water baptism is an outward expression following an inward change of heart. And it 

reflects dying to self and living a new life in Christ. 

 

That wouldn’t be a totally new concept to the Jews. They would have understood it as a way of 

identifying with Christ in a culture that rejects Him. It was an invite to be a part of the new 

community of faith that is going to change the world, a community of hope in a hopeless world, 

where relationships are restored. We’ll get a look more at that unique community next week.  

 

But what about you? Have you trusted Christ? Notice Peter’s emphasis on “each of you.” Each 

person will stand before God individually to give an answer for themselves. If you died today and 

He were to ask you, “Why should I let you into My heaven?” What would you say? If it’s anything 

other than Christ’s death for your sins, it’s unacceptable. We put the full weight of our trust in 

Christ and what He did. And that would be a big change of mind for these religious Jews who were 

often caught up in religious performance and legalism. They were used to trusting themselves. 

Keeping the Law, being a good, religious won’t cut it. But the good news is Verse 41 says, 

 

“So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about 

three thousand souls.” 

 

3,000 decided this day they would answer to God by pointing to Jesus, throwing the full weight of 

their sins upon Him. He is the place of hope: Hope of forgiveness, hope of conquering sin & death, 

hope of new life, hope of resurrection life. Have you really trusted in Christ? And if you have, have 

you been baptized? Believers in Christ want to follow Christ and water baptism is the first step. 

 

Next to baptism, communion is the other ordinance that Jesus left us to remind us that it’s only the 

life He gave and the blood He shed that saves us. We remind ourselves each time that His sacrifice 

is sufficient and to walk with Him in light of it. 

 
i Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s Living Insights NT Commentary: Vol. 5 (Carol Stream: Tyndale, 2016), 49. 


