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In the book of Acts, we’ve been learning a lot about being witnesses for Jesus who help others 

come to know Him as Lord and Savior because He is the Truth that people need (Acts 1:8). But 

today we find ourselves as witnesses in what we could call a Postmodern culture. Influenced by 

atheism, evolution, and socialism, many no longer believe in God and thus, many believe there is 

no such thing as ultimate reality or eternal truths.1 Instead of truth being something concrete, 

objective, and absolute, truth has become fluid, or subjective and relative. Today, instead of there 

being a Truth (with a capital T), we can all have our own truths (lower case t)2 of personal 

preference. You’ve probably heard people say things like, “That’s true for you but not for me” 

or “find your truth and live it.” By the way, if anyone says, “There is no such thing as truth,” 

you should ask them, “Did you just make a truth statement? Is that true?” It’s self-defeating to 

say there is no such thing as truth. The popular notion is that there is no objective Truth or that 

“truth” is limited to one’s personal perspective through culture, feelings, or experience.  In fact,  

 

• 91% of Americans agree with the statement “The best way to find yourself is by looking 

within yourself.”3 

• Only 6% of teenagers agree that moral truth is absolute. 

• 60% of people 36 and older embraced moral relativism.4 Moral relativism is basically, “if 

it feels good, do it”, “everyone else is doing it” or “It’s okay if isn’t hurting anyone.” 

 

As Christians, how do we share truth in a postmodern culture? Or do we at all? I think most of us 

would rather get by or survive until thing change, right? We’d rather moan about it and dwell in 

the past. But this is an age of opportunity. It’s very evident people are hurting and searching as a 

result of Postmodern philosophy. The anxious, depressed culture needs Christians who will 

wisely, intelligently, and lovingly share Truth with others, giving them a foundation of Truth for 

their lives that brings meaning, purpose and stability to their lives. 

 

So that’s the subject today and I would say much of this sermon’s intellectual property rightly 

belongs to David Noebel, founder of Summit Ministries, and Dr. Jeff Myers, president of Summit 

Ministries. This week as I was preparing my sermon I thought this passage is all about how Jesus 

changes our lives. And as I was scrolling through my Facebook feeds Wednesday night, I 

noticed Summit was going to have a live 3-hour basecamp session Thursday night on how Truth 

Changes Everything. It all fit well with Acts 19 so I’m excited to share some of what I learned. 

 

We left off in chapter 19 of Acts, verse 10 with Paul in Ephesus, where it says, “all who lived in 

Asia [the western province in Turkey; not the country as we think of it] heard the word of the 

Lord, both Jews and Greeks.” Part of the reason for everyone hearing the word of the Lord, the 

gospel, was because Paul labored in teaching daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus and everyone 
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who heard went out to other cities. Another reason we visit today is no doubt due in part to the 

extraordinary miracles he did. This is certainly a climactic moment in Paul’s ministry.  

 

I. MIRACLES AT EPHESUS. (VV. 11-20) 

 

11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that handkerchiefs or 

aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits 

went out. 13 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to 

use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had the evil spirits, saying, “I order you in the 

name of Jesus whom Paul preaches!” 14 Now there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief 

priest, doing this. 15 But the evil spirit responded and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I 

know of Paul, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit, pounced on them 

and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and 

wounded. 17 This became known to all who lived in Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks; and fear 

fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. 18 Also many of those 

who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices. 19 And many of those 

who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of 

everyone; and they added up the prices of the books and found it to be fifty thousand pieces of 

silver. 20 So the word of the Lord was growing and prevailing mightily. 

 

Paul is in Ephesus for nearly 3 years. It’s one of the largest cities in the Roman Empire. It was a 

white marble city. Marble streets, marble pillars, marble structures, and even marble public 

toilets! Even though in it’s heyday it was a gleaming, white pearl of a city, Satan had a very dark 

stranglehold on it. Today there is nothing but ruins here largely due to silting from the Cayster 

river kept pushing the coast farther and farther away from the city. They fought this for many 

years and when the city was destroyed by Goths in the 3rd century, they just gave up on it. The 

coastline is now 6 miles away. The ruins lie around a swampy marsh.  

 

But the miracles Paul was doing here were considered extraordinary (unusual, NLT) even by 

Luke’s standard. So the type of miracle and abundance of miracles done here were not normal 

even in the day of abundant apostolic miracles. It wasn’t the norm for Paul. There were times 

where Paul couldn’t heal at will (2 Cor. 12:8; Phil 2:27; 1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20). But of 

particular interest to us is the use of handkerchiefs and aprons taken from Paul to sick and 

diseased and demon-possessed people that brought healing or freedom. These were likely sweat 

rags or dirty aprons that Paul might have used around his head or waist while tentmaking that 

people were taking and God graciously allowed it to draw people to Paul. But what do we do 

with this? Why is this recorded for us? I want to mention a few things about it: 

 

For one, Luke is highlighting for us the ways in which Paul’s power is paralleled to Peter and 

Jesus’s. God allowed similar extraordinary miracles through Peter. Remember people were 

being healed by Peter’s shadow earlier in Acts (Acts 5:12, 15-16). And both Peter (leading 

apostle to the Jews) and Paul (leading apostle to the Gentiles) are being paralleled to Jesus’s 

ministry, not in that they are equal with Him but that Jesus’ power is working through them. 
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People were healed simply by touching Jesus’ garments (Luke 6:18-19), and He is clearly still 

working through Peter and Paul in similar ways. It reaffirms the idea that Acts is the continued 

“acts” of Jesus through the apostles. Acts 1:1 tells us what Jesus did before His ascension was 

only the beginning. He’s in heaven, but He is alive and well! It reminds us that them and all of us 

are simply conduit through which Jesus works. The power does not originate in us but in Jesus. 

 

Second, we need to remember that the purpose, or function, of miraculous signs and wonders 

was to authenticate the apostles as God’s chosen instruments to lead the transition into the New 

Covenant era and support their message. How do we know whose teaching to trust as 

authoritative? Look to the ones whom God approved in a unique way. While I believe God still 

does miracles and at times will allow for personal individual miracles today—while I pray for 

miracles for loved ones and for folks in our congregation; and while I imagine I will be praying 

for my own miracle with a serious health issue someday—I also want to remember that the main 

purpose of miracles is much more than my personal benefit. Miracles are miracles because they 

aren’t commonplace. They verified God’s message and messengers (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:1-4; 1 

Cor. 12:12). I’m afraid that when we fall for the signs and wonders hype today or these new 

“apostolic” movements today, we’re underestimating the unique role that the apostles had.  

 

One such gentleman sent me a “Blessed Prosperity Handkerchief” made of paper in the mail 

saying that I would receive more happiness, healing, money in the bank, a new car by touching 

the paper handkerchief. They just recommended I sent it back with money. Paul wasn’t using the 

miracles to point people to himself or personal gain. He was using it to point people to Jesus, 

where truth can be found. He is the Truth, the Way, and the Life. He’s either true or false in 

that statement and if He’s correct, that means every other way to heaven is false. Miracles were 

God trying to get people to pay attention to that reality. Miracles preached, 

 

Truth exists and it can be known. Jesus is the Truth. 

 

In a culture that is searching for truth within themselves, it’s really helpful to think of Truth as 

outside of ourselves. You never know what God will use, but I would reason that before a 

Postmodern audience, it’s really not helpful to say when witnessing to them, “I go to this church 

or I believe such and such because it just feels right. My intuition tells me so.” Rather, we want 

to point people to objective Truth because objective truth doesn’t care about our feelings. You 

can have your experience or your opinions, but you can’t have your truth. Truth is true whether 

we believe it or not. Truth is true whether we like it or not. Many people may not believe in 

eternal punishment in a place referred to as hell in the Bible, but they will experience it for 

having rejected Christ the Truth. As Noebel said, “In the end, reality is what it is whether one 

prefers that reality or not.”5 We don’t point people to look within, but to look to Jesus. 

 

Another reason why God graciously provided these extraordinary miracles in Ephesus is because 

it was steeped in dark magic practices. Just like with every exorcism that Jesus did in the 

Gospels, God is showing Himself and His kingdom to be more powerful than the kingdom of 

darkness. Light has the power to cast out darkness and not so the other way around. Jesus is more 
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powerful than darkness but it is evident from the account of the sons of Sceva Jesus’ name is not 

a magic formula to be used for self-promotion. It also set Paul apart from the rest. 

 

Many ancient writings reveal professional exorcists were a real thing and many of them Jewish. 

They used rings, amulets, roots, incantations and other different techniques to draw demons out 

of people.6 Sometimes they would call on the name of Solomon and after Christianity spread 

they started throwing Jesus’ name in the mix right along with others.7 Think of how it might 

have hit them when Jesus said, “Something greater than Solomon is here.” By the way, if 

miracles didn’t really happen in Jesus’ name, it wouldn’t make sense for unbelievers to use it 

like the sons of Sceva. 

 

The incident with them caused such a stir in the believers that in a public act of repentance, they 

start burning their magic books and probably the other paraphernalia that went with it. They 

realize the true source and nature of what just happened, and they’re done with it. This isn’t 

magic vs. miracles; this is good vs. evil and they’re not going to syncretize with evil that is 

diametrically opposed to God. They burn enough magic writing to pay one person in Ephesus his 

daily wage every day, seven days a week, for 137 years. So this wasn’t a small thing done in a 

corner of the city. The Christians are living out the truth, in accordance with the reality of 

what just went happened, and the culture of the city is changing.  

 

I find it ironic that this passage would come up the week before Halloween when our culture 

celebrates darkness, death, and the powers of darkness. I didn’t plan that. Believe me when I say 

that for most of us, I don’t think Halloween is about loving death and darkness. We want nothing 

to do with it. We just want our kids to dress up and have fun harvesting candy from the 

neighbors and businesses. We might even look at it as an outreach. But this passage this morning 

is a good reminder that we need to be wise about how we go about it, seeking to penetrate the 

darkness and not dabble in it. As the sons of Sceva and folks of Ephesus learned, evil is no joke. 

It’s real and it’s not on our side. Evil intends to steal, kill, and destroy God’s abundant life for us 

in Christ (John 10:10).  

 

II. UPRISING OVER ARTEMI$. (VV. 21-41) 

 

21 Now after these things were finished, Paul resolved in the Spirit to go to Jerusalem after he 

had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see 

Rome.” 22 And after he sent into Macedonia two of those who assisted him, Timothy and 

Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 

 

23 About that time a major disturbance occurred in regard to the Way. 24 For a man named 

Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing considerable business 

to the craftsmen; 25 he gathered these men together with the workmen of similar trades, and 

said, “Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business. 26 You see and hear that 

not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a 

considerable number of people, saying that gods made by hands are not gods at all. 27 Not only 
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is there danger that this trade of ours will fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great 

goddess Artemis will be regarded as worthless, and that she whom all of Asia and the world 

worship will even be dethroned from her magnificence.” 

 

28 When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began shouting, saying, “Great is 

Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together 

into the theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s Macedonian traveling 

companions. 30 And when Paul wanted to go into the assembly, the disciples would not let him. 

31 Also some of the Asiarchs who were friends of his sent word to him and repeatedly urged him 

not to venture into the theater. 32 So then, some were shouting one thing and some another, for 

the assembly was in confusion and the majority did not know for what reason they had come 

together. 33 Some of the crowd concluded it was Alexander, since the Jews had put him forward; 

and having motioned with his hand, Alexander was intending to make a defense to the assembly. 

34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, a single outcry arose from them all as they 

shouted for about two hours, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 

 

35 After quieting the crowd, the town clerk said, “Men of Ephesus, what person is there after all 

who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is guardian of the temple of the great Artemis 

and of the image which fell down from the sky? 36 So, since these are undeniable facts, you 

ought to keep calm and to do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are 

neither temple robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 So then, if Demetrius and the 

craftsmen who are with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are in session and 

proconsuls are available; have them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you want 

anything beyond this, it shall be settled in the lawful assembly. 40 For indeed, we are in danger 

of being accused of a riot in connection with today’s events, since there is no real reason for it, 

and in this connection we will be unable to account for this disorderly gathering.” 41 After 

saying this he dismissed the assembly. 

 

So Paul is getting ready to move on from Ephesus and visit churches in Greece again, so he 

sends Timothy and Erastus ahead. We also see for the first time Paul’s desire to go to Rome. 

Paul wanted to preach the gospel in Rome and use it as a base to reach the western parts of the 

empire. But before he moves on, he is presented with another challenge at Ephesus. The 

silversmiths who made idols and trinkets for Artemis start a riot. Notice that even though they 

start a riot in the name of Artemis’ glory and reputation, it’s really about the money.  

 

Ephesus was home to the Greek goddess Artemis, the goddess of fertility, and much of the 

commerce was built around her and her temple. The temple was one of the Seven Wonders of the 

Ancient World. One the largest building in the Greek world at the time; four times larger than the 

Parthenon in Athens; much larger than a football field; supported by 127 columns, each 60 ft feet 

high. Small terra-cotta, marble, silver and gold models of the temple and Artemis have been 

found in Ephesus.8 We even have record a man named Demetrius in this time period with the 

same position so that’s interesting. If he only knew that he could start making silver and gold 

necklaces with crosses on them! 
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As much as Paul wants to rush into the theatre (which held 25,000 by the way) to speak to the 

crowd, the disciples wouldn’t let him and it was probably a wise decision. A city official is 

finally able to calm the crowd, warning them that by their rioting they could lose their freedom. 

Rome did not put up with rioting chaos. Luke shows us that ultimately the riot is ultimately 

ineffective, and the gospel continues to advance, and the church continues to grow even in the 

midst of opposition from self-interest groups. Think about this though: all that’s left of Artemis’ 

temple is a swampy lagoon, but the church of Jesus Christ is still growing strong. 

 

Let’s move into some closing thoughts. Imagine with me if these Christians in Ephesus thought, 

“You know what? We’d better not say anything anymore. The gospel is creating waves and we 

don’t want to offend anyone’s truth with our truth.” We might laugh at that, but we all do it. 

Studies show 75% of people today are unwilling to share their views out of concern that they 

will be socially shamed or lose their job.9 Rather than being silenced by the fear, the major point 

of Dr. Myers’ book Truth Changes Everything, is that we ought to do the opposite – speak the 

truth and live the truth. They’re like 2 linked DNA strands that form a double helix, that can’t be 

separated for an effective witness.  By the way, not knowing if it was his last book, in and out of 

the hospital with cancer, Myers wrote this book as one final message to Christians: that if we 

want to change our culture going forward, we have to live the truth as if truth is really true. 

 

The best way to communicate Truth is to live as if it is really True. 

 

The Greek word for truth is alethia, which means reality. Living out the truth is living in light 

of reality. Jesus Christ and the Bible have revealed reality so we know how to live. When we 

look to Jesus and to His Word, it is like a compass showing us the way the world really is 

from beginning to end—eternity to eternity—and how we should ten live based on that reality. 

So what about the Postmodernists who claim truth doesn’t exist?  

 

Well, I’m betting most of it’s just a front for wanting to live the way they want without 

accountability and after a while, many realize it’s not working so they keep searching. People are 

still searching for their “truth” because God has put eternity in their hearts (Ecc. 3:11) and 

they’re hurting. They are looking for unconditional love and answers to the void in their hearts. 

Our culture is facing an epidemic, not so much of covid, but due in part to covid, an epidemic of 

aimlessness and anxiety.  

• 50% of young adults say there is no absolute value associated with human life.10 

• 75% of young adults say that they are unsure of their purpose in life.  

• 50% of young adults say they struggle with depression or anxiety. 

Many people have no firm foundation of Truth and it’s reflected in their well-being. As 

Christians, we get to be the ones who bring people hope, purpose, and meaning that comes with 

the Truth. We get to tell them about it and show them by the way we live our lives, beautifying 

the Truth.  

 

The Truth brings meaning to every aspect of our lives, even the mundane. They say that what we 

believe about God, the world, and ourselves subtly affects the ten to twenty thousand decisions 
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we make every day.11 Imagine what would happen if every Christian lived out the truth in the 

each of their decisions. Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly disciples, and you will 

know the truth and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). Imagine Christians not just knowing 

truth, but abiding in it, being free and showing people the way to freedom.  

 

Abiding in the truth sets us free so we can help free others. 

 

If we are going to speak of a Savior who transforms lives and changes everything, we need to 

live it. I like to think that each one of our lives is adding to the culture. We make up the culture. 

The culture of my home is determined by me. And the gospel advances and culture changes 

positively when God’s people get serious about following Jesus. Throughout history, everyday 

Christians have changed the course of history and impacted their cultures not by picketing or 

rioting, but by living out the Truth. Scientists, artists, authors, educators, parents, politicians, 

businessmen… you name it. They just lived it out in their marriages, in their homes, at their 

workplace, at the Thanksgiving table, or in the lunchroom.   

 

With that in mind, I want to consider the Ephesians who said, “I’m done with magic. I’m done 

with things destroying my life and making me a slave to sin and Satan.” And then prayerfully 

look into our own lives and ask ourselves, “What is it in my life that is not consistent with the 

Truth? What decisions am I making that have become compromising habits stamping out the 

light of my witness for Jesus? What is it in my life that I’ve been seeking love or satisfaction in, 

that’s not from God, but is really self-destructive and empty? What is hindering an abundant life 

in Christ?” Maybe it’s a substance or an attitude I’m not repenting of. Maybe it’s my words. 

Harboring unforgiveness of a family member or fellow brother or sister in Christ. Maybe a form 

of unwholesome entertainment I’ve been exposing myself to much too. Whatever it is for you, I 

encourage you to take some time and repent of it this morning. Maybe you just need to repent of 

sin in general and trust in Jesus as your Savior for the first time today. 

 

But in addition, I would also encourage you to keep seeking Truth in God’s Word. God’s Word 

is our compass for life. And then maybe even pick up some of these books mentioned from 

Summit Ministries and learn about worldviews so that you can develop a consistently biblical 

worldview and position yourself to speak more intelligently to people about worldview issues. 

Today we need Christians who know what they believe and why.  
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