
ACTS

ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

The Greatest Debate





“Some men came down from Judea 

and began teaching the brothers, 

“Unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you 

cannot be saved.” 

I. THE DEBATE. 

(15:1-5)



Grace is 

continually on 

trial and 

not to be 

compromised.



“But we believe that 

we are saved through 

the grace of the Lord Jesus"

II. THE DISCUSSION. 

(15:6-12)



God directed

the grace-

venture to 

the Gentiles.



God gave the Spirit 

to the Gentiles 

apart from and 

before works.



God testified to the 

gospel of grace.

"After it was at th efirst

spoken through the Lord, it 

was confirmed to us by those 

who heard. God was 

testifying with them, both by 

signs and wonder and by 

various miracles and by gifts 

of the Holy Spirit according 

to His own will.”



"Since this is the case, 

why are you putting 

God to the test by 

placing upon the neck 

of the disciples a yoke 

which neither our 

forefathers nor we have 

been able to bear?"



Salvation is 

freely by grace 

because of 

Christ's work

for us.



The grace-

venture to the 

Gentiles agrees 

with OT 

prophecy.



"Therefore, it is my judgment 

that we do not cause trouble for 

those from the Gentiles who are 

turning to God."

III. THE DECISION. 

(14:19-29)



We are to 

operate in grace 

towards each 

other

in the non-

essentials.



"after gathering the congregation 

together, they delivered the letter. 

When they had read it, they rejoiced 

because of its encouragement.” 

IV. THE DELIVERY. 

(14:30-35)



"We are Jews by nature and not sinners from the Gentiles; nevertheless, 

knowing that a person is not justified by works of the Law but through 

faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we 

may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the Law; since 

by works of the Law no flesh will be justified... For through the Law I 

died to the Law, so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with 

Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave Himself up for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, 

for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died 

needlessly.” Galatians 2:15-21



We are saved by grace by grace through faith in Christ. 

We live by grace through faith in Christ.
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